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Abstract

Analyzing the Role of “Aliibn Ab1 Talib in the Tale of Rostam
and ‘Al1’s Encounter with the Dragon in Shahnameh Storytelling
and Popular Narratives

Behzad Atouni'
Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives

The relationship between Iranian national traditions and Islamic religious beliefs
has long been characterized by both conflict and reconciliation. One strategy for
negotiating this relationship was the incorporation of Islamic and Shi‘i figures
and narratives into Iranian heroic traditions, particularly from the Safavid period
onward. The tale of Rostam and *AlTibn Ab1 Talib confronting a dragon, preserved
in Persian storytelling scrolls (timars) and popular narratives of the Shahnameh,
exemplifies this process. In this narrative, Rostam, the archetypal hero of Iranian
national epic, fails to defeat an enchanted dragon, whereas ‘All ultimately
succeeds. In some versions, ‘AlTaccomplishes this feat while still an infant, thereby
emphasizing his superiority over the national hero. Although the story is absent
from earlier historical and epic sources, its central motif of AlT killing a serpent in
infancy has an earlier history in Shi ‘i hagiographical literature.

This study investigates the origins and development of the narrative, the reasons
for selecting dragon-slaying as the basis of the encounter, the relationship between
Rostam and ‘All, and the symbolic significance of ‘AlT’s role as a sacred hero. It
also examines the motif of the dragon-slaying child and the distinction between
ordinary heroic power and divinely sanctioned authority.

Methodology and Findings

Employing a descriptive-analytical method and library-based research, the
study examines Persian storytelling scrolls, popular Shahnameh narratives, Shi i
hagiographical and religious texts, and devotional poetry. Comparative mythology
and the study of Persian heroic literature provide the principal analytical frameworks.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Linguistics and Persian Literature, Faculty of Humanities,
Ayatollah Boroujerdi University, Boroujerd, Lorestan, Iran, behzad.atooni@abru.ac.ir
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The earliest known version of the encounter appears in a storytelling scroll dating to
the late Safavid period, while the motif of “AlT killing a serpent in his cradle can be
traced to Ibn Shahrashiib’s Manaqib Al Ab1 Talib, written in the twelfth century.
According to this account, ‘AlT frees his hand while lying in his cradle, grasps an
approaching serpent by the neck, and squeezes it to death. The report subsequently
appears in other Shi‘i compilations and devotional poetry. Since it lacks a strong
chain of transmission and is absent from earlier authoritative hadith collections, the
study suggests that it may have originated in devotional storytelling before entering
written hagiography.

The article proposes that the motif was incorporated into national epic narratives
through the activities of storytellers and the ‘Ajam Dervishes, who combined
religious praise with popular heroic tales. They may have drawn on hagiographical
accounts or religious epics such as the Khavaran-nameh and integrated “AlT’s
serpent-slaying into Rostam’s adventures. This explanation remains a historical
hypothesis rather than a conclusively demonstrated transmission route.

Three factors account for the prominence of dragon-slaying in this narrative. First,
defeating dragons is a defining demonstration of heroic strength in Iranian epic
literature. Heroes such as Garshasp, Sam, Rostam, and Faramarzare associated with
this feat. By introducing “All into the same narrative framework, storytellers could
compare him with the greatest Iranian champions while establishing his superiority
over them. Second, dragon-slaying constitutes a widespread mythological motif,
appearing in traditions associated with figures such as Marduk, Indra, Apollo,
and Cadmus. The story may therefore reflect a universal archetype of the hero
confronting a monstrous adversary. Third, the dragon may symbolize the unruly
self or nafs, a familiar image in Persian mystical literature. From this perspective,
Rostam represents heroic perfection within the mythological world, whereas ‘AlT
embodies religious and spiritual perfection.

The rivalry between Rostam and * AlT also emerges from their perceived similarities.
Both figures represent idealized courage, extraordinary strength, and exemplary
heroism, and Persian poets frequently invoke them together as models of martial
prowess. Nevertheless, Shi ‘i perspectives assign “AlT a higher position because of
hisreligious authority. The storytellers thus transform resemblance into competition
while preserving Rostam’s heroic status. The dragon narrative illustrates this
hierarchy: Rostam cannot overcome the enchanted adversary, whereas ‘All
succeeds. A similar pattern appears in popular narratives in which ‘AlT defeats
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Abstract

Rostam in combat and Rostam subsequently embraces Islam.

Another significant feature is “All’s portrayal as an infant dragon-slayer in some
later versions. This episode corresponds to the widespread archetype of the child
hero who defeats a serpent or dragon. A particularly close parallel appears in Greek
mythology, where the infant Heracles strangles two serpents in his cradle. The
similarity does not establish direct borrowing; rather, it suggests that both narratives
participate in a recurring mythological pattern. The portrayal may also reflect the
tradition of Rostam’s childhood exploits, including his encounters with formidable
adversaries. By depicting “All defeating a dragon in infancy while Rostam fails
as an adult, storytellers intensify the contrast and emphasize the religious hero’s
exceptional power.

The enchanted nature of the dragon further distinguishes “AlT from conventional
epic champions. In Persian heroic narratives, breaking enchantments generally
requires not only physical strength but also the assistance or authorization of a
sacred figure, such as a prophet or spiritual guide. Rostam’s failure demonstrates the
limitations of ordinary heroic power. In contrast, ‘AlT overcomes the enchantment
without external sacred assistance. He consequently combines the roles of warrior
and spiritual authority, functioning as both the heroic champion and the source of
divinely sanctioned power.

Finally, the study examines the popularreinterpretation of * AlT’s title Haydar, which
means “lion” in Arabic. Some storytellers and devotional poets associate it instead
with hayya, the Arabic word for “serpent,” and the Persian verbal element dar,
related to daridan, meaning “to tear apart.” This folk etymology connects the title
to the serpent-slaying episode. Although linguistically inaccurate, it demonstrates
how the narrative shaped popular understandings of “Al1’s titles and heroic identity.

Conclusion

The tale of Rostam and “AlT confronting a dragon represents a significant example
of the interaction between Iranian national epic and Shi‘i religious tradition. Its
formation likely involved the incorporation of an older hagiographical motif into
popular heroic storytelling, facilitated by devotional performers and dervish
communities. The narrative combines cultural reconciliation with a clear hierarchy:
Rostam remains an emblem of Iranian heroic identity, but ‘All surpasses him
through a combination of extraordinary prowess and sacred authority. The dragon-
slaying infant motif, the symbolism of the enchanted adversary, and the folk
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etymology of Haydar further demonstrate the interaction of mythology, mysticism,
religious devotion, and popular narrative. The story thus reveals how Persian
storytelling adapted national traditions to religious worldviews while preserving
and transforming the cultural significance of its legendary heroes.

Keywords: Rostam; ‘All ibn AbT Talib; dragon-slaying; Shahnameh; Persian
heroic literature; popular narratives; archetype; sacred hero; folk etymology.
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Abstract

AnIdeological Discourse Analysis of Joseph al-Hashim’s Ode
Daw’ min al-Daw’ in Praise of Imam Ali

Asgar Babazadeh Aghdam'
Extended Abstract

Introduction and Research Objectives

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib occupies a distinctive position in Arabic literary and
intellectual history, transcending the boundaries of religious leadership to become a
cultural symbol associated with justice, moral integrity, courage, wisdom, and human
dignity. His enduring presence in the works of Arab Christian poets, particularly
in Lebanon, represents a significant manifestation of interreligious dialogue and
intercultural engagement. Within this literary tradition, Joseph al-Hashim (1937-
2018), a contemporary Lebanese Christian poet, intellectual, politician, and writer,
offers a compelling example of the reinterpretation of Imam Ali’s personality through
a discourse that combines religious reverence, ethical idealism, historical reflection,
and universal human values. His 73-line ode, Daw’ min al-Daw’ (Light from
Light), composed in 1993 for a celebration of Imam Ali’s birth organized by the
Cultural Representation of the Islamic Republic of Iran at the Assad National Library
in Damascus, provides a particularly valuable text for examining the ideological
dimensions of Christian Arabic poetry devoted to Imam Ali.

Although previous studies have explored al-Hashim’s literary style, thematic
concerns, resistance poetry, and representation of the Ahl al-Bayt, the relationship
between his linguistic choices and the ideological structures underlying his poetry
has received comparatively limited systematic attention. This study addresses that
gap by investigating how linguistic and rhetorical strategies transform Imam Ali
from a historical and religious figure into a universal ethical exemplar. It seeks
to answer two principal questions: first, through what linguistic and discursive
mechanisms does al-Hashim represent Imam Ali in Daw’ min al-Daw’? Second,
what major Shi‘i ideological signifiers and discursive formations structure the
poem, and how do they contribute to the construction of Ali’s religious, political,
ethical, and universal significance?

1. Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Quranic
Sciences and Knowledge, Qom, Iran, askar.babazadeh@gmail.com
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Research Methodolo gy and Theoretical Framework

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library-based
research and close textual examination of the poem. Its analytical framework
is informed by critical discourse analysis, particularly the investigation of the
relationship between language, ideology, value systems, historical representation,
and power. Rather than imposing a predetermined set of ideological categories on
the text, the study identifies its principal discursive formations inductively through
recurring lexical items, semantic associations, oppositional structures, evaluative
expressions, rhetorical questions, negation, metaphorical patterns, and religious
intertextuality.

This approach treats the poem not merely as an aesthetic composition or a
conventional panegyric, but as a coherent discursive formation in which linguistic
structures organize historical memory, establish moral hierarchies, negotiate
religious identities, and challenge competing conceptions of political legitimacy.
Particular attention is given to the interaction between Shi‘i theological concepts
and the broader ethical vocabulary through which al-Hashim makes Imam Ali
accessible to audiences beyond a narrowly defined confessional community.

Findings and Discussion

The analysis identifies nine closely related discursive formations that collectively
shape the ideological architecture of Daw’ min al-Daw .

The first is the ontological discourse of light and sacred manifestation. The poem
opens with the metaphor of light, presenting Imam Ali as a manifestation and
reflection of prophetic illumination. The expression “light from light” establishes
a symbolic relationship between Ali and the Prophet Muhammad, while the image
of the moon reflecting the sun’s radiance suggests the transmission of prophetic
virtues into Ali’s personality. Through expressions such as nuha (wisdom), huda
(guidance), and manara (beacon), the

poet extends this illumination across intellectual and geographical boundaries.
Light consequently functions not merely as a decorative image but as a signifier of
sacred knowledge, spiritual authority, and enduring guidance.

The second formation concerns the prophetic bond and the continuity of religious
authority. Expressions such as “the hand of prophethood,” “the shadow of the
Messenger of God,” and “the first of the people to believe in his mission” construct

44



45

Abstract

Ali’s identity as inseparable from the Prophet’s mission. The reference to Ali’s
presence beside Muhammad from childhood reinforces the idea that his authority
originates in an enduring prophetic relationship rather than in a subsequent political
arrangement. Within the poem’s Shi‘i theological framework, Imamate is therefore
represented as the continuation of prophetic guidance and as a constitutive element
of the religious mission.

The third formation establishes epistemic authority and comprehensive knowledge.
By describing Ali as “the master of eloquence” and “the gate of knowledge,” al-
Hashim invokes established Islamic traditions that associate him with exceptional
religious and intellectual authority. The image of the Qur’an as a source from
which Ali draws knowledge, together with the metaphor of Nahj al-Balagha as a
sea of inexhaustible wisdom, presents his intellectual legacy as a vital resource for
spiritual and ethical understanding. Particularly significant is the poet’s statement
that Nahj al-Balagha can serve as a shared sacred text for Christians and Muslims.
This formulation transforms a central work of Islamic intellectual heritage into a
potential meeting point between religious communities.

The fourth formation is sacred heroism and principled courage. References to the
battles of Badr, Hunayn, Khandaq, Uhud, and Khaybar evoke the historical and
religious memory of Ali’s military achievements. The image of Dhu al-Fiqar,
whose blade resounds before its decisive strike, symbolizes not merely physical
strength but the moral legitimacy of courage exercised in defense of truth. Through
the accumulation of historical references, the poem integrates military heroism into
a broader ethical and religious framework, distinguishing principled resistance
from the pursuit of domination for its own sake.

The fifth formation articulates justice-centered governance and ethical politics. In the
lines “Here, justice is the light of God” and “Here, politics is a heavenly lamp of piety,”
the repeated demonstrative huna (“here”) establishes a symbolic space in which
political authority is inseparable from moral responsibility. The metaphor of politics as
aheavenly lamp challenges conceptions of political practice founded on manipulation,
expediency, and the accumulation of power. Al-Hashim’s representation of Ali’s
government instead emphasizes justice, righteousness, and the protection of rights.
Politics acquires legitimacy insofar as it serves ethical and spiritual purposes.

The sixth formation concerns divinely grounded legitimacy and wilaya. Through
references to the Hadith al-Dar and Hadith al-Manzila, the poet situates Ali’s
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authority within a network of prophetic traditions central to Shi‘i understandings
of succession. The titles wazir (minister or supporter), warith (inheritor), wasi
(designated successor), and wali (guardian or authority) function as interconnected
ideological signifiers. Their cumulative effect is to present Ali’s leadership as
rooted in prophetic designation rather than merely in political consensus or tribal
affiliation.

The seventh formation develops historical victimhood and the critique of power,
particularly through the representation of the Saqifa episode following the
Prophet’s death. The rhetorical questions “Why do the Ansar disagree?” and “How
have people’s arguments become weightier than his prophethood?” challenge the
political processes through which succession was determined. The expression hizb
Quraysh (“the faction of Quraysh”) portrays the actors involved as a politically
aligned group, emphasizing collectiv

e interests and tribal calculations. Through interrogative structures and the contrast
between human arguments and prophetic authority, al-Hashim reinterprets Sagifa
from a historical episode into a symbol of the displacement of religious legitimacy
by political competition. This discourse also contributes to the construction of Shi‘i
collective memory, in which Ali’s historical marginalization becomes a lasting
point of ethical and political reflection.

The eighth formation is the continuity of martyrdom and interreligious symbolic
correspondence. By depicting Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn as continuing the
same path as Imam Ali, the poet presents their different historical experiences-
including reconciliation, political opposition, and martyrdom-as expressions of a
shared commitment to truth. The repeated metaphor of al-darb (“the path”) signifies
the continuity of a sacred ethical trajectory across generations. The comparison with
the path of Jesus introduces a particularly significant Christian dimension. Through
this analogy, the suffering and sacrifice of the Ahl al-Bayt are interpreted alongside
Christian traditions of sacred suffering and self-giving. Martyrdom thus becomes a
shared symbolic language through which the poem connects Islamic and Christian
understandings of fidelity, sacrifice, and moral resistance.

The ninth and culminating formation is the transreligious universalization of Imam
Ali’s personality. Al-Hashim explicitly rejects the idea that Ali belongs exclusively
to Muslims or to the followers of Shi‘ism. The repeated negative construction laysa
(“is not”) dismantles confessional exclusivity, while the expression “not reserved
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for his Shi‘i followers” challenges the appropriation of Ali as the exclusive symbolic
property of one community. More importantly, the poet redefines allegiance
through ethical conduct: whoever adheres to benevolence, gentleness, and piety
may be considered a participant in Ali’s covenant. Religious affiliation is thereby
supplemented-and ethically reinterpreted-through the practice of virtues associated
with Ali. This universalizing perspective resonates with the humanistic dimension
of his political thought, particularly the principle expressed in Nahj al-Balagha that
people are either brothers in religion or equals in creation.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Daw’ min al-Daw’ moves substantially beyond
conventional panegyric. Through metaphor, repetition, semantic opposition,
rhetorical ~questioning, negation, evaluative vocabulary, and religious
intertextuality, Joseph al-Hashim constructs a multidimensional ideological
representation of Imam Ali as a source of sacred illumination, prophetic continuity,
intellectual authority, principled courage, ethical governance, and historical
resistance. The poem simultaneously challenges tribal conceptions of political
legitimacy and extends the significance of martyrdom beyond the boundaries of a
single religious tradition.

Its distinctive contribution lies in the interaction between a recognizably Shi‘i
theological framework and a universal ethical vision. Rather than erasing the
poem’s confessional foundations, al-Hashim uses them to articulate values that can
be shared across religious and cultural boundaries. Imam Ali consequently emerges
as a figure whose significance rests not only on historical identity or doctrinal
affiliation but also on justice, truth, piety, compassion, and human dignity. The
study concludes that the poem operates as an ideological and identity-forming text
in which poetic language simultaneously preserves religious memory, critiques
structures of power, and creates possibilities for interreligious understanding. It
therefore offers a valuable case study for comparative Arabic literature, critical
discourse analysis, and research into the role of literary expression in fostering
intercultural and interfaith dialogue.

Keywords: Joseph al-Hashim; Imam Ali; ideological discourse; critical discourse
analysis; Daw’ min al-Daw’; Christian Arabic poetry; interreligious dialogue.
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Abstract
The Quality and Function of Rhetorical Figures in the Poetry of
Seyyed Hamidreza Borghaei
Reza Bayat'
Vajiheh Olyazadeh®
Abstract

Seyyed Hamidreza Borghaei is a prominent contemporary Iranian poet of shi ‘ria’n1
(ritual and religious poetry), whose works have attracted considerable readership
and sustained scholarly attention. The distinctive reception of his poetry appears to
derive not merely from its religious subject matter or accessible language, but also
from the particular ways in which he employs the resources of traditional Arabic-
Persian rhetoric. This study investigates the qualitative characteristics of rhetorical
figures in Borghaei’s poetry, focusing on badi‘ (figures of embellishment and
verbal-semantic relations) and bayan (figurative expression, including metaphor,
simile, metonymy, and allusion). Rather than simply enumerating rhetorical
devices, it examines how their distinctive combinations contribute to the poet’s
imagery, theological imagination, intertextual practice, and popular appeal. The
central research questions concern the principal rhetorical strategies employed
by Borghaei and the features that distinguish his practice from that of other
contemporary religious poets.

The study adopts a qualitative, text-centered approach informed by previous theses
and scholarly articles on Borghaei’s poetry. Quantitative findings from a doctoral
dissertation examining ten poems by each of five contemporary religious poets
are used comparatively, with the average frequency among the other four poets
serving as a reference point for identifying Borghaei’s relative preferences. The
study then re-examines prominent examples and identifies rhetorical operations
that previous analyses have overlooked or insufficiently differentiated. Its principal
methodological contribution lies in grouping related figures according to their
underlying literary functions rather than treating each figure as an isolated technical

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Rajaee Teacher
Training University, Tehran, Iran, bayat.dr@gmail.com

2. M.A. in Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University, Tehran,
Iran, oliazadeh@gmail.com
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category. This approach makes it possible to reconstruct the poet’s rhetorical habits
and the conceptual relationships that organize his imagery.

The quantitative comparison identifies several notable features of Borghaei’s badi .
Among the most distinctive are mura‘at al-nazir (the association of semantically
related words), takrar (repetition), tadmin (incorporation of another text), talmih
(allusion), and Tham al-tanasub (a form of semantic ambiguity in which a word
evokes an additional, contextually compatible association). However, the article
argues that classifying all associative relationships as murd‘at al-nazir obscures
important differences in their operation. Some examples depend on ambiguity
between lexical meanings or on a word’s simultaneous relationship with two
surrounding terms; others exploit specialized associations between an expression’s
literal and technical meanings. The study designates the latter pattern tanasub-e
khass (specialized or distinctive correspondence), emphasizing the poet’s ability to
make rhetorical form reinforce thematic content.

One particularly innovative strategy is the deliberate disruption of poetic convention
to enact meaning. Borghaei may introduce a metrical irregularity ata point where the
poem describes the extraordinary stature of the Prophet Muhammad or the repeated
invocation of Abu Talib. Similarly, a change in the written form of a rhyme can enact
the very idea of struggling against rhyme. In another instance, the formal distinction
between a long mathnaw1 and a separate qasida within the collection Tahayyor
gives structural expression to the silence of Imam Ali during the period following
the Prophet’s death. Such examples demonstrate that rhetoric in Borghaei’s poetry
extends beyond ornamentation: prosody, genre, and textual structure themselves
become vehicles of interpretation. His frequent use of thetorical terminology within
the poems also reveals a marked awareness of poetic composition as a subject of
reflection.

Intertextuality constitutes another major component of his practice. Borghaei
incorporates or evokes Qur’anic verses, hadiths, devotional prayers, cla

ssical Persian poetry, religious narratives, and the names of poets, scholars, books,
and artistic traditions. The article distinguishes tadmin, in which an identifiable
phrase or line is incorporated into a new poem without necessarily impairing its
immediate intelligibility, from talmth, whose interpretation depends more directly
on recognizing an external narrative or textual source. It also identifies a further
mechanism, termed tabadur, whereby a word or phrase spontancously evokes
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a person, literary work, religious text, or historical event beyond its immediate
grammatical meaning. Although traditional rhetorical scholarship generally
treats this phenomenon as a subdivision of ambiguity, the authors propose that it
may be more productively understood as a form of intertextuality. In Borghaei’s
poetry, such associations often connect apparently unrelated textual and devotional
domains, allowing a single expression to activate several layers of meaning.

Repetition and husn al-ta‘I1l (poetic reasoning through an imaginative, nonliteral
explanation) further illuminate the relationship between rhetorical technique and
the poet’s worldview. Repeated words and phrases intensify emotional emphasis,
reinforce devotional motifs, and create memorable verbal patterns. Borghaei also
develops recurring syntactic structures, including constructions of the type “...
within ...” and “... upon ...,” to represent the accumulation or transformation of
emotional and spiritual experience. In husn al-ta‘I1l, events are explained through
imaginative causes that express religious devotion. For example, an object may
acquire a crown because it was desired by Fatima, or the birth of Imam Ali in the
Kaaba may be reinterpreted to suggest that the sanctuary’s ultimate significance
derives from the presence of the Imam. The article further examines hyperbolic and
theologically unconventional expressions, distinguishing literary exaggeration from
formulations that may be interpreted as religiously controversial. These examples
are presented as evidence of the poet’s particular devotional and epistemological
framework, rather than as purely decorative verbal play.

In bayan, the study focuses on metaphor, indirect expression, implicit simile,
and metonymy. Metaphor frequently operates in conjunction with personification
and other figurative transfers, producing dense images in which several rhetorical
processes coexist. Borghaei’s colloquial kin@ya (indirect expression or idiomatic
allusion) is comparatively accessible, drawing on familiar expressions from
everyday speech. This popular linguistic register contrasts with the conceptual and
intertextual complexity of many of his images. His similes, meanwhile, often resist
conventional explicit forms. Instead of stating a comparison directly, he embeds the
relationship within an image, requiring readers to infer the shared qualities between
its elements. The study terms this tendency tashbth-e mudmar (implicit simile) and
regards it as a particularly revealing feature of his poetic craftsmanship.

Metonymy (majaz) is another significant but under-recognized dimension of
Borghaei’s style. His poems frequently use sacred places, devotional practices,
literary works, objects, and associated attributes to evoke religious figures or events.
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A detailed reading of one poem structured around the devotional recitation of the
names and traditions associated with the Fourteen Infallibles shows how apparently
disparate images form a coherent narrative through contextual and culturally specific
associations. These metonymic relations may involve proximity, place and occupant,
cause and effect, or an associated text and its authorial or religious source. Their
interpretation often presupposes familiarity with Shi‘i devotional culture, including
pilgrimage texts, hagiographical traditions, and accounts of the Imams’ lives.

The study concludes that Borghaei’s distinctive achievement lies in the density,
integration, and contextual precision of his rhetorical devices. Previous quantitative
studies provide useful i

nitial evidence, but their classifications and counts may underestimate the
number and complexity of rhetorical operations within individual lines. Borghaei
combines sophisticated intertextual and theological associations with colloquial
idioms, repetition, and concise figurative expression. The result is a form of
sahl-e mumtani‘-poetry that appears effortless and immediately accessible while
resisting straightforward imitation or exhaustive analysis. His broad readership can
therefore be understood not as the product of simplicity alone, but as the outcome of
a carefully balanced poetics in which familiarity facilitates entry into texts whose
deeper rhetorical and intellectual structures reward attentive reading.

Keywords: Seyyed Hamidreza Borghaei; religious poetry; traditional rhetoric;
badi’; bayan; intertextuality; implicit simile; metonymy.
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Abstract
The Archetypes of “Light” and “Intoxication” in the Shi‘i Context
of Razi al-Din Artimani
Abolfazl Tajik'
Extended Abstract

Introduction and Research Objectives

Mystical literature of the Safavid period provided a medium through which collective
psychic patterns could be expressed and, potentially, counterbalanced the social and
religious pressures associated with ostentatious asceticism and formalistic religiosity.
Razi al-Din Artimani, a prominent Persian poet of the Safavid era, drew upon Persian
mythological traditions, [lluminationist philosophy, and the mystical poetics of wine
to develop a distinctive symbolic language. Among the most significant recurring
patterns in his Divan are the archetypes of “light” and “intoxication.” Although
apparently opposed-light suggests illumination, awareness, and truth, whereas
intoxication implies the suspension of ordinary consciousness-these archetypes
function as complementary dimensions of mystical experience in Artimani’s poetry.

This study investigates the frequency, distribution, and semantic functions of these
two archetypes throughout Artimani’s poetic corpus. Its central question concerns
how light and intoxication interact within the poet’s conceptual and imaginative
world. More specifically, it examines whether intoxication functions as a means
of attaining spiritual illumination and how this relationship reflects the historical,
literary, and religious contexts of Safavid Iran. The study’s principal contribution
lies in emphasizing the Shi‘i narrative and devotional foundations through which
these symbols acquire meanings that distinguish Artimani’s mystical vision from
more general formulations of Islamic mysticism.

Theoretical Framework and Historical Background

The research adopts Carl Gustav Jung’s theory of archetypes and the collective
unconscious as its principal analytical framework. In Jungian analytical psychology,
archetypes are not simply recurring images or conventional literary motifs; rather,
they are underlying psychic patterns that become perceptible through culturally
and individually shaped representations. Literary works may therefore articulate
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experiences extending beyond the individual poet, giving expression to inherited
symbolic structures and responding, consciously or otherwise, to the psychological
tensions of their historical environment. From this perspective, light and intoxication
are examined as archetypal configurations whose significance emerges through
their poetic realization and cultural reinterpretation.

The archetype of light possesses a particularly extensive genealogy in Iranian religious
and philosophical traditions. In ancient Iranian cosmology, light was associated with
sacred presence, truth, life, and the struggle against destructive darkness. Zoroastrian
concepts of asha, or truth and cosmic order, reinforced the ethical dimension of this
symbolism. The Iranian tradition of sacred radiance thus provided a foundation for
later interpretations of light as a manifestation of spiritual reality.

Within Islamic thought, the Qur’anic declaration “God is the Light of the heavens
and the earth” (Qur’an 24:35) established a central scriptural basis for the mystical
interpretation of light. This symbolism received a systematic philosophical formulation
in the Illuminationist philosophy of Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi, who integrated
elements of ancient Iranian wisdom with Islamic metaphysics. In this framework,
existence is understood through hierarchical degrees of light, culminating in the Light
of Lights. Artimani’s imagery can consequently be situated at the intersection of Iranian
mythological inheritance, Illuminationist metaphysics, and Persian mystical poetry.

The Shi‘i context adds another interpretive dimension. In Shi‘i exegetical, hadith,
and devotional traditions, light is associated with the Prophet Muhammad and the
Imams, particularly through narratives concerning their primordial light and their
role as guides to divine truth. The symbolism of light therefore signifies not only
divine existence or mystical aw

areness but also wilaya, the spiritual authority and guidance associated with the
Prophet’s Household. This theological dimension is essential to understanding the
distinctive religious implications of Artimani’s symbolic vocabulary.

The archetype of intoxication has a similarly layered history. Its remote cultural
associations include the sacred plant haoma in ancient Iranian religion and the ritual
consumption of substances believed to facilitate contact with the sacred. In Persian
Sufipoetry, however, wine and drunkenness acquired amore explicitly metaphorical
and epistemological significance. Through the distinction between sukr (mystical
intoxication) and sahw (spiritual sobriety), intoxication came to signify the
displacement of ordinary, self-centered consciousness under the overwhelming
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influence of divine love. The poetry of Hafez consolidated this symbolism, making
wine, the cupbearer, and the tavern central instruments for challenging hypocrisy
and articulating alternative forms of spiritual authenticity.

In Shi‘i mystical and devotional discourse, these motifs may also be interpreted
through traditions that associate spiritual drink, divine sustenance, and the mediation
of grace with the Prophet and the Imams. Qur’anic references to the “purifying drink”
(Qur’an 76:21), together with Shi‘i exegetical and devotional interpretations, provide
a religious framework within which the cupbearer and wine may signify spiritual
mediation rather than literal drinking. The study proposes that this framework helps
explain the specifically Shi‘i inflection of Artimani’s mystical symbolism.

Research Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method combined with quantitative
content analysis. Its corpus comprises the complete Divan of Razi al-Din Artimani,
based on the edition prepared by Mohammad Ali Emami and published by Khayyam
Bookshop. The word serves as the unit of analysis. Relevant vocabulary was
identified, coded, and classified into two principal semantic fields.

The light-related category includes terms associated with illumination, radiance,
manifestation, and spiritual perception, such as mehr (sun or love), sun, sunlight,
candle, lamp, manifestation, brilliance, and ray. The intoxication-related category
encompasses vocabulary associated with wine, drinking vessels, agents of spiritual
mediation, mystical spaces, and altered states of consciousness, including wine, cup,
cupbearer, goblet, tavern, drunkenness, and related expressions. Context-sensitive
coding was applied to ambiguous terms, particularly mehr, whose meanings may
encompass both solar radiance and love. Compound expressions were assigned to
their principal lexical categories to maintain consistency in counting.

The quantitative findings were subsequently interpreted through qualitative analysis of
the symbols’ semantic functions, distribution across poetic forms, and relationship to
Artimani’s historical and religious context. The numerical results are therefore treated
as evidence of lexical prominence and poetic organization rather than, by themselves,
definitive proof of psychological causation or theological intention.

Findings and Discussion

The quantitative analysis identifies 540 occurrences of vocabulary associated with
intoxication and 244 occurrences associated with light. The former therefore appears



Scientific Quarterly of Shiite Literature Studies, 3rd year, 10th issue, Summer 0£2026

approximately 2.2 times as frequently as the latter. This asymmetry suggests that
intoxication occupies a particularly prominentposition in Artimani’s poetic expression.
Within the study’s interpretive framework, its predominance reflects the practical
and process-oriented character of mystical striving: the destruction of the false self,
the abandonment of pretension, and liberation from the constraints of partial, self-
interested reason require sustained symbolic articulation. Light, by contrast, represents
the truth or spiritual illumination toward which this process is directed.

The distribution of the two semantic fields across poetic forms further supports this
interpretation. The Saqi-nama contains 253 intoxi

cation-related occurrences, compared with 223 in the ghazals and 64 in other
poetic forms. Light-related vocabulary displays a different pattern: 66 occurrences
appear in the Saqi-nama, 143 in the ghazals, and 35 in other forms. Thus, the Saqi-
nama functions primarily as a poetic space of longing, spiritual disorientation, and
self-annihilation, while the ghazals more frequently foreground radiance, beauty,
manifestation, and contemplative perception.

Qualitativeanalysisidentifies three principal functions forthearchetype of intoxication.
First, it establishes a counter-discourse to ostentatious asceticism and religious
hypocrisy. The tavern and the intoxicated devotee become symbolic alternatives
to outwardly respectable but spiritually insincere religiosity. Second, intoxication
represents the annihilation of the false self, or fana, rather than merely sensual pleasure.
Wine becomes an instrument for dissolving egocentric consciousness and removing
the veils that obstruct spiritual perception. Third, intoxication offers an escape from
the anxiety, sorrow, and temporal instability of worldly existence, opening a symbolic
passage toward a form of sacred or timeless presence.

The archetype of light performs three complementary functions. It represents divine
manifestation, expresses the absolute beauty of the beloved, and signifies guidance out
of the darkness of ignorance and spiritual confusion. Solar imagery, particularly the sun
and sunlight, is the most prominent subgroup within this category, accounting for 82 of
the 244 occurrences. Candles, lamps, and related sources of illumination account for 66
occurrences, while terms associated with mehr and manifestation each account for 38.
These patterns indicate the importance of both cosmic radiance and the more intimate
imagery of illumination within the poet’s symbolic vocabulary.

The relationship between light and intoxication becomes most significant when the
two fields converge. Artimani’s poetry can represent wine as a source of radiance,
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light as a fluid that can be inwardly assimilated, and the wine cup as a mirror or world-
revealing vessel. Such combinations produce a productive paradox: the suspension of
ordinary consciousness enables a deeper form of seeing. The mystically intoxicated
individual may appear irrational or disreputable according to conventional standards
while possessing an inward clarity unavailable to the hypocritical ascetic. Intoxication
thus functions as a path, whereas light constitutes the truth disclosed through that path.

The study furtherargues that Artimani’s use of these archetypesresponds to thereligious
and cultural tensions of Safavid society. By elevating the tavern, wine, and the figure
of the rind-the unconventional, spiritually authentic nonconformist-he constructs a
literary alternative to rigid formalism. His symbolic practice combines ancient [ranian
conceptions of light, [lluminationist metaphysics, and the wine imagery of Persian
mystical poetry. In its Shi‘i dimension, the association of light with the Prophet’s
Household and of spiritual drinking with divinely mediated grace provides a further
interpretive framework for the relationship between intoxication and illumination.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that light and intoxication constitute an interconnected symbolic
system in Artimani’s Divan. The quantitative predominance of intoxication-related
vocabulary (540 occurrences) over light-related vocabulary (244 occurrences)
supportsaninterpretationin which thearduous process of self-negation receives greater
lexical emphasis than its culminating experience of illumination. The concentration of
intoxication imagery in the Saqi-nama and light imagery in the ghazals also suggests a
functional differentiation between spiritual quest and contemplative vision.

The study’s principal contribution is its interpretation of these archetypes through
the convergence of Jungian literary criticism, Iranian intellectual history, Persian
mystical poetics, and Shi‘i devotional traditions. In Artimani’s poetic universe,
intoxication is not simply the opposite of awareness: it becomes a means of overcoming
the limitations of ordinary consciousness and preparing the self for the disclosure of divine
truth. Light, in turn, represents the ultimate horizon of this transformation, interpreted
within the study’s Shi‘i framework in relation to divine guidance and wilaya. Artimani’s
distinctive achievement lies in transforming inherited symbols into a unified mystical and
social vision in which the path of spiritual liberation leads, through the dissolution of the
false self, toward illumination and divine proximity.

Keywords: Razi al-Din Artimani; archetypal criticism; collective unconscious;
mysticism; light; intoxication; Shi‘i mysticism.
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Abstract

A Semiotic Reading of the Image of Fatima al-Zahra in the
Religious Discourse of Jasim al-Sahih’s Poetry: A Case Study of
the Ode “Ana Iltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki”

Abdulaziz Hammadi'
Extended Abstract

Religious discourse in poetry constitutes a symbolic mode of expression through
which sacred meanings are articulated beyond the literal level of language, entering
the domains of spiritual experience, devotional commitment, and religious identity.
Within the Islamic tradition, particularly Shi‘i thought, Fatima al-Zahra occupies a
distinguished position as a symbol of purity, sacrifice, generosity, and the spiritual
continuity of the Prophetic household. Her image has consequently transcended the
boundaries of historical representation to become an ethical and spiritual paradigm
around which collective religious memory and communal identity are organized.
In contemporary Arabic poetry, this image provides a fertile ground for artistic
experimentation, enabling poets to reinterpret inherited religious meanings through
innovative linguistic and symbolic structures.

Jasim al-Sahih, a contemporary Saudi Arabian poet known for his profound
attachment to the Ahl al-Bayt and his distinctive integration of religious conviction
and poetic modernity, offers a notable example of this tendency. His ode “Ana
[ltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki” (“Wherever [ Turn, There Is Your Name”) constructs
an expansive symbolic universe in which Fatima al-Zahra is represented not merely
as a historical figure or an object of devotional praise, but as a cosmic center of
spiritual existence. Through semantic deviation, myth-making, parallelism, the
interplay between love and sanctification, and dual symbolism, the poem transforms
devotion to Fatima into an interpretive and existential experience connecting the
human subject with the sacred absolute.

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the poem’s
signifying structures and investigate how its religious discourse reconstructs the
image of Fatima al-Zahra. It addresses three principal questions: How does the poem
generate sacred meanings through its representation of Fatima? Which rhetorical and

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Shahid Chamran University
of Ahvaz, Khuzestan, Iran, abd_al_aziz@yahoo.com



Scientific Quarterly of Shiite Literature Studies, 3rd year, 10th issue, Summer 0£2026

symbolic mechanisms enable the poet to transform religious material into creative
poetic discourse? And to what extent does the poem achieve semantic coherence in
presenting Fatima as an integrated paradigm of sanctity encompassing both human
and transcendent dimensions? By addressing these questions, the study seeks to clarify
the role of contemporary poetry in renewing religious discourse through aesthetic
innovation and spiritual interpretation rather than doctrinal repetition.

Previous scholarship has examined various aspects of al-Sahih’s poetry, including
textual thresholds, mythological and heroic elements, Shi‘i identity, intertextuality,
the invocation of historical and sacred figures, and the symbolic language of
religious discourse. Studies employing Michael Riffaterre’s semiotic theory have
also demonstrated the interpretive potential of examining the latent structures of
the poet’s work. Nevertheless, the specific semiotic construction of Fatima al-
Zahra’s image in “Ana Iltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki” has not received independent
and sustained attention in the research surveyed by the present article. The study
therefore seeks to address this gap by focusing on the interaction between linguistic
innovation, religious symbolism, and the formation of sacred meaning.

The theoretical framework draws on modern approaches to poetic discourse,
religious discourse, semantic deviation, myth, parallelism, and symbolism.
Religious discourse is understood not simply as the transmission of theological
propositions but as a linguistic and cultural structure that shapes believers’
perceptions of the world and their relationship with it. When articulated through
poetry, this discourse acquires an imaginative and multilayered character: meanings
emerge through metaphor, symbolic displacement, intertextual associations, and
the interaction between the literal and the figurative. The poem’s

religious significance thus resides not only in its devotional subject matter but also
in the distinctive mechanisms through which that subject matter is transformed into
an aesthetic experience.

The first analytical section examines semantic deviation as a principal mechanism
for generating sacred meaning. Al-Sahih relocates religious vocabulary from its
conventional ritual or material contexts into an imaginative domain structured by
love and devotion. In the lines referring to Muzdalifah, Mash‘ar, and pilgrimage,
the poet appropriates terms associated with the rites of Hajj and reconfigures them as
stations on a spiritual journey toward Fatima. The expression “I perform pilgrimage
to you” transforms the conventional direction of pilgrimage into a metaphor for
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devotional orientation, while the accompanying admission of inadequacy introduces
humility into this bold metaphorical construction. The result is a productive tension
between the imaginative elevation of the beloved and the lover’s recognition of his
inability to encompass her spiritual stature.

A comparable transformation occurs in the image of the “placenta of history,”
which presents Fatima as a source nourishing historical consciousness with love
and spiritual allegiance. The biological function of the placenta is extended into a
symbolic register in which history becomes a living organism sustained by a sacred
source. Likewise, the juxtaposition of a loaf of brown wheat bread and a red loaf
of love establishes an equivalence between physical nourishment and spiritual
sustenance. The contrasting colors further enrich the image: brown evokes earthly
necessity and material life, whereas red suggests passion, blood, sacrifice, and
martyrdom. Through these semantic displacements, love for Fatima becomes
indispensable to spiritual existence and the preservation of religious identity.

The second section explores myth-making and cosmic imagery. Rather than merely
recounting a religious narrative, the poet expands the circumstances surrounding
Fatima’s birth into a transcendent event. The image of a veil rising from the horizon
and the emergence of al-Kawthar from the “womb of heaven” relocates birth
from the confines of ordinary historical time and physical space to a cosmic plane.
The heavenly womb and the association with al-Kawthar, a Qur’anic symbol of
abundant divine blessing, constructan image of Fatima as a manifestation of celestial
beneficence. This poetic transformation does not necessarily negate historical
reality; rather, it imaginatively foregrounds the transcendent significance attributed
to her birth. The repeated presence of Fatima “there” and “here,” together with the
declaration that her name shines wherever the speaker turns, further dissolves spatial
boundaries. Her name becomes a pervasive source of illumination, transforming the
entire universe into a field of sacred presence.

Thethird sectioninvestigates parallelismasastrategy of devotional alignment. Drawing
on the poetic principle of structural correspondence, the analysis considers how the
speaker associates his emotional experience with the exemplary experiences of sacred
figures. The statement “Iawaited youas Muhammadawaited [you]” aligns the speaker’s
anticipation with the Prophet’s, while “I was enraptured as Haydar was enraptured by
you” invokes Imam Ali through the name Haydar. These correspondences establish a
symbolic continuum between the poet’s personal devotion and the love attributed to
the central figures of Islamic sacred history. Parallelism therefore functions not merely
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as a rhetorical device but as a means of situating individual emotion within a larger
religious tradition. The speaker’s love acquires significance through its perceived
affinity with prophetic and Alid devotion.

The fourth section examines the dialectic of love and sanctification. In the poem,
love is elevated beyond transient human affection, while sanctification becomes
an intimate experience rather than an abstract or exclusively ritual obligation. This
interaction is particularly eviden

t when the poet describes himself as receiving “the revelation of prophethood”
while his love for Fatima embraces and covers his trembling. The juxtaposition of
revelation, conventionally associated with prophetic experience, and the bodily
vulnerability suggested by trembling and covering brings transcendence into
contact with human intimacy. The language produces a tension between spiritual
aspiration and embodied emotion, making devotion a comprehensive experience
that encompasses both. Similarly, the image of the speaker driving his soul toward
the springs of piety while his soul becomes a flower turning to desert expresses
the paradox of spiritual longing: the pursuit of perfection coexists with an acute
awareness of human insufficiency. The sacred ideal inspires movement toward
purification, yet the intensity of yearning perpetually exposes the distance between
aspiration and fulfillment.

The final analytical section focuses on dual symbolism, through which apparently
contrasting meanings coexist within a single image. The opposition between the
“deceptive body” and the “essence” represents the movement from superficial or
corrupted existence toward authentic spiritual identity. The speaker’s abandonment
of falsity and movement toward Fatima through his inner essence combine negation
and affirmation, purification and renewal, human striving and transcendent grace.
Another example appears in the invocation of the “story of the apple,” whose
enduring narrators are associated with its nectar and sweetness. These images
suggest generosity, wisdom, and spiritual nourishment while also allowing sacrifice
and suffering to remain present within the symbolic structure. Such duality reflects
the poem’s broader representation of Fatima: she is simultaneously a source of
spiritual life and a figure whose sanctity is inseparable from sacrifice and suffering.

The study concludes that al-Sahih constructs a coherent, multilayered sacred image
through the interaction of semantic deviation, cosmic myth-making, parallelism, the
fusion of love and sanctification, and dual symbolism. These mechanisms transform
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Abstract

Fatima al-Zahra from an object of historical recollection or conventional devotional
praise into a central symbol of spiritual orientation, religious identity, and existential
meaning. The poem’s modernity lies not in abandoning inherited beliefbut in renewing
its expression through imaginative language and interpretive openness. Ultimately,
“Ana Iltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki” demonstrates how contemporary Arabic poetry can
function as a medium of spiritual interpretation, bridging religious heritage and modern
aesthetic expression. Its religious discourse does more than reiterate established
convictions: it reshapes the reader’s encounter with the sacred by making devotion an
imaginative, affective, and existential experience.

Keywords: Fatima al-Zahra; sacred signification; poetic discourse; Jasim al-
Sahih; semantic deviation; religious symbolism.
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Abstract

An Analysis of the Themes of Expectation in Contemporary
Afghan Poetry

Meysam Hanifi,' Moslem Nadali-Zadeh,” Roghayeh Panahi’
Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives

Expectation for the advent of Imam al-Mahdi, the Twelfth Imam in Twelver Shi‘ism, is
acentral conceptinMahdistthoughtandarecurringthemein Persianreligious literature.
Within this tradition, expectation signifies not merely longing for the appearance of a
messianic figure but also hope for the establishment of universal justice, the restoration
of religious integrity, and the transformation of human and social conditions. In
contemporary Afghan poetry, this concept has acquired distinctive dimensions shaped
by religious convictions and the historical and social circumstances of Afghan society.
Experiences of oppression, conflict, poverty, and social inequality have provided an
important context in which poets articulate their understanding of the awaited Imam
and the anticipated transformation of the world. Despite the prominence of Mahdist
poetry in Afghanistan’s contemporary religious literature, its thematic structure has
received limited systematic scholarly attention. The present study addresses this gap
by examining the principal themes of expectation in the poetry of five contemporary
Afghan poets: Seyyed Esma‘il Balkhi, Mowahhed Balkhi, Zakaria Rahel, Qanbar Ali
Tabesh, and Mohammad Kazem Kazemi. Its central research question concerns the
thematic foundations of expectation in contemporary Afghan poetry and the ways in
which individual poets interpret this concept.

Research Methodolo gy and Theoretical Framework

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library-based
research. Its corpus consists of Mahdist poems by the five selected poets. Drawing
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on concepts and themes identified in Shi‘i Mahdist sources, the researchers
classified the poems according to recurring motifs and examined their distribution
within each poet’s work. The analysis considers the frequency of individual themes
alongside their literary and conceptual significance, using these patterns to identify
the distinctive configurations of expectation in the selected corpus. The thematic
framework encompasses the motivations underlying expectation, the difficulties
associated with the period of occultation, and the constructive or detrimental
responses of believers during this period. Major themes include separation from
the Imam, anticipation of his advent, the reform of the world, the articulation of
his virtues, religious and human suffering, faith in his appearance, perseverance,
and struggle against injustice. The comparative approach makes it possible to
distinguish shared elements of Mahdist thought from the different emotional,
religious, humanistic, social, and activist orientations expressed by the poets.

Findings and Discussion

The analysis reveals that expectation in contemporary Afghan poetry is a
multidimensional concept whose principal themes appear with varying degrees of
prominence across the selected works. Although all five poets share a fundamental
belief'in the advent of Imam al-Mahdi, they differ in the aspects of expectation they
emphasize and in the relationship they establish between religious conviction and
contemporary experience.

In the poetry of Seyyed Esma‘il Balkhi, expectation is predominantly emotional
and inward-looking. Separation from the Imam is the most frequent theme,
appearing sixteen times in the corpus examined, followed by the articulation of
the Imam’s virtues, which occurs twelve times, and concern about the erosion of
religious integrity, represented in ten instances. Longing for the Imam’s presence
and expressions of devotion further reinforce this emotional orientation. For Balkhi,
occultation is experienced primarily as a painful absence that intensifies spiritual
attachment and generates concern about the condition of religion. His poetry also
addresses injustice, the scarcity of faithful believers, and the corruption of religious
practice. Nevertheless, these social and religious

concerns generally remain secondary to the personal and devotional experience of
separation. His conception of expectation thus emerges from the interaction between
spiritual longing, religious anxiety, and hope for restoration.

Mowahhed Balkhi, by contrast, presents expectation primarily as a religious and reform-
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oriented aspiration. The reform of the world is his most prominent theme, appearing
in seventeen instances, followed by the articulation of the Imam’s virtues in ten and
historical remembrance in eight. His poetry envisions the advent of Imam al-Mahdi as
a transformative event capable of overcoming injustice, restoring religious integrity,
and correcting historical wrongs inflicted upon the Prophet’s family. The deterioration
of religion constitutes a significant problem within this vision, while references to the
past connect contemporary expectation with the historical suffering of the Ahl al-Bayt.
Although emotional devotion remains present, the principal emphasis falls on religious
renewal and the restoration of a just and morally ordered world.

In Zakaria Rahel’s poetry, expectation assumes a distinctly humanistic and, in part,
cosmic dimension. Separation from the Imam appears in thirty poetic lines, while
the reform of the world occurs in twenty-nine and universal expectation in twenty-
three. Human suffering is another prominent concern, represented in eighteen lines,
followed by longing for the advent and belief in its realization. Rahel portrays the
Imam’s absence as a condition that disrupts not only human relationships but also
the symbolic order of nature. Images of barren landscapes, grieving trees, desolate
waters, and disordered natural processes express the pervasive consequences of
this absence. The Imam’s return consequently signifies the restoration of harmony
and the alleviation of human suffering. Unlike a primarily personal interpretation
of separation, Rahel’s poetry presents it as a fundamental disturbance affecting
humanity and its surrounding world.

Qanbar Ali Tabesh places social reform at the center ofhis conception of expectation.
The reform of the world is his most frequent theme, appearing in twenty-four
instances, followed by social hardships in fifteen and beliefin the advent in fourteen.
Longing for the Imam’s arrival is also prominent. Tabesh connects the anticipated
Mabhdist order with the elimination of poverty, inequality, violence, and other
forms of social deprivation. His poetic vision of the future is therefore not confined
to an abstract ideal of justice; it is grounded in concrete aspirations for improved
living conditions and a more humane social order. Faith in the advent and longing
for its realization sustain hope amid present hardships. Expectation in his poetry
consequently assumes a social and reformist orientation, linking eschatological
hope with the transformation of contemporary society.

Mohammad Kazem Kazemi offers the most explicitly activist and confrontational
interpretation among the five poets. His most prominent theme is the inability of
people to persevere in the path of expectation, appearing in nineteen instances,
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followed by struggle in thirteen and the difficulties of expectation in nine. His
poetry criticizes the passivity and lack of commitment of those who profess to await
the Imam while failing to act against injustice. Expectation is presented not simply
as prayer, emotional attachment, or confidence in a future transformation, but as
an active commitment requiring perseverance and confrontation with falsehood.
Kazemi also emphasizes attempts to obstruct the advent and the responsibility of
believers to overcome the obstacles that delay the realization of justice. His approach
thus foregrounds agency, collective responsibility, and practical engagement with
the conditions of the present.

Conclusion

The comparative findings demonstrate that expectation in contemporary Afghan
poetry cannot be reduced to a single emotional or theological formulation. Rather,
it encompasses a spectrum extending from personal longing and devotional attach

ment to religious reform, humanistic concern, social transformation, and active
struggle. Balkhi emphasizes separation and spiritual devotion; Mowahhed Balkhi
foregrounds religious renewal and the restoration of justice; Rahel interprets the
Imam’s absence through the suffering of humanity and the disruption of the natural
world; Tabesh connects expectation with the resolution of concrete social problems;
and Kazemi stresses perseverance, resistance, and active commitment.

Despite these differences, the poets share a foundational belief in the advent of
Imam al-Mahdi and the establishment of a more just world. Their distinctive
interpretations reflect the ways in which this common religious framework
interacts with individual sensibilities and historical and social experiences.
The study concludes that expectation in contemporary Afghan poetry functions
simultaneously as an emotional and spiritual state and as an ethical orientation
toward the present. It encompasses longing for the awaited Imam, hope for the
reform of religion and society, and, in its more activist expressions, a demand for
human responsibility and engagement. The defining feature of this poetic tradition
is therefore the connection it establishes between awaiting the advent and aspiring
to transform existing conditions. In this way, contemporary Afghan Mahdist poetry
preserves its theological foundations while extending the meaning of expectation
into humanistic, social, and activist domains.

Keywords: Expectation; Mahdism; Afghanistan; Imam al-Mahdi; Mahdist poetry;
religious poetry.
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