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Abstract

Representation of Supernatural Beings in the Ta ziyeh Scripts “Awj
ibn ‘Unuq” and “The Well of Bi'r al- Tim”: An Intertextual Study
Based on Ardd Wiraz Namag and Gérard Genette's Theory

Shahram Ahmadzadeh', Aysan Khosh-Tarash?
Abstract

Ta'ziyeh, as one of the most important forms of ritual drama in Iran, provides a medium
for representing sacred, mythological, and superhuman concepts. In many Ta'ziyeh
scripts, supernatural beings such as angels, jinn, demons, and otherworldly forces play
a significant role in shaping dramatic action, the opposition between good and evil, and
the production of ritual meanings. The present study aims to examine the ways in which
supernatural beings are represented in the Ta ziyeh scripts “Awj ibn ‘Unuq” and “The
Well of Bi'r al-Tlm” and to analyze their intertextual relationships with Ard@ WirQz
Ndamag. The main research question concerns how these beings are represented in the
aforementioned texts and what intertextual patterns can be identified between them and
Ard@ Wir@z N@mag. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on
library research, and its theoretical framework is grounded in Gérard Genette’s theory
ofintertextuality. The findings indicate that, despite contextual differences, the Ta ziyeh
scripts under study draw upon patterns shared with the narrative structure of Ardg Wir@z
Nd@mayg in their representation of supernatural elements. In both texts, supernatural
beings function as intermediaries between the human world and the sacred realm,
revealing concepts such as reward, punishment, guidance, and the opposition between
good and evil. However, in Ta ziyeh, these beings acquire dramatic and ritual functions
and become connected to the audience’s collective experience, whereas in Ard@ WirGz
Ndamag, greater emphasis is placed on their didactic and moral functions. Ultimately, the
findings demonstrate that Ta ziyeh is not merely a reflection of ancient texts but rather a
creative reconfiguration of supernatural elements within a theatrical context.

Keywords: Ta'ziyeh, supernatural beings, representation, intertextuality, Ard@
Wir@z Na@mag, Gérard Genette.
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Abstract

A Comparison of Imam Sajjad’s Discourse in the Sermons of
Damascus and Kufa Based on the Laclau and Mouffe Model

Narges Ansari'
Fatemeh Shahbaz-Zadeh?
Abstract

Laclau and Mouffe’s theory, by providing a new and systematic conceptual model,
enables a deeper analysis of social and political phenomena and offers an effective
framework for examining discursive practices and structures. The present study
conducts a critical discourse analysis of two sermons delivered by Imam Sajjad in
Kufa and Damascus. Its primary objective is to investigate the formation, structure,
and discursive implications of these elucidatory sermons within the theoretical
framework of Laclau and Mouffe. The sermons contain profound political, social,
and ethical themes and, within the historical and social context of the period, played a
significant role in revealing the truth and elucidating the position of the Ahl al-Bayt.
The study adopts a qualitative approach based on documentary and textual content
analysis of the sermons. Accordingly, key concepts of Laclau and Mouffe’s theory,
including “nodal point,” “hegemony,” “deconstruction,” and “discursive moments,”
among others, are employed to examine how the discourse of resistance and the
pursuit of justice confronted the dominant and repressive discourse of the time. The
analysis demonstrates how Imam Sajjad, through effective rhetorical devices and
discursive strategies, succeeded in preserving and transmitting the message of Ashura,
awakening the social conscience, and restoring the legitimacy of the Prophet’s family,
which had been undermined. These sermons not only served as a means of revealing
truth and articulating the position of the Ahl al-Bayt in their own historical context but
have also, throughout history, provided a basis for a deeper understanding of the Battle
of Karbala and the struggle against oppression and corruption.

Keywords: Imam Sajjad, sermon, Damascus, Kufa, critical discourse analysis,
Laclau and Mouffe.
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2. M.A. in Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Imam Khomeini
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Abstract

A Discourse Analysis of Imam Baqir’s Engagement with the
Theological Approaches of His Era Based on van Dijk’s Model

Fatemeh Dast-Ranj'
Abstract

The era of Imam Baqir, owing to its distinctive political and social context, was
one of the most contentious periods in the formation of competing discourses.
Examining the discourses prevalent at the time and analyzing Imam Baqir’s modes
of engagement with them can reveal latent dimensions of the transmitted narratives.
Since such an analysis requires consideration of extratextual propositions and the
situational context in which the discourse was produced, critical discourse analysis
provides an appropriate analytical framework. Accordingly, based on Teun A. van
Dijk’s model of critical discourse analysis, the present study demonstrates that,
alongside the overarching dichotomy between the School of the Ahl al-Bayt and
the School of the Caliphs, other discursive oppositions were also at work, with the
Kharijites, Ghulat, Murji a, Qadariyya, Jabriyya, and the Ahl al-Ra’y functioning
as active social actors. In confronting these competing currents, Imam Bagqir
emphasized authentic scholarly authority through rational and theological debates
and disputations. He also sought to marginalize rival discourses by establishing
a network of students and organizing teaching circles, thereby foregrounding the
in-group discourse. Imam Bagir employed discursive strategies such as “norm
expression,” “evidentiality,” “reliance on authoritative figures and symbols,”
“positive self-representation,” “euphemism,” and “lexical choice” to foreground
the in-group. He also employed components such as “actor description,” “irony,”
“metaphor,” “implication,” and “negative other-representation” to foreground the
negative characteristics of the out-group, as well as the strategies of “distancing”
and “disclaimers” to marginalize negative characteristics associated with the in-
group. In light of Imam Bagir’s truth-oriented discourse, certain components of
van Dijk’s model -including populism, exaggeration, and the marginalization of the
other’s positive characteristics—are not observed among his discursive strategies.

Keywords: Imam Bagir, discourse analysis, theological approaches, van Dijk,
ideological square.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Qur anic and Hadith Sciences, Arak University, Markazi
Province, Iran. f-dastranj@araku.ac.ir
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Abstract
A Thematic Analysis of the Shi‘i Masnavi Man-o Salwa by Mufti
Muhammad Abbas Musavi Lakhnavi
Sayyid Ya'qub Reza Razavi'
Abstract

The masnaviMan-o Salwa, composed by Mufti Muhammad Abbas Musavi Lakhnavi
Shushtari, a prominent Shi‘i scholar, jurist, and poet of the Indian subcontinent, is one
of the significant works of didactic Persian literature of the thirteenth century AH.
Composed in response to Shaykh Baha'i’s Nan-o Halwa, this masnavi, comprising
approximately 2,900 couplets in the vamal meter, addresses a wide range of subjects,
including religious admonition, condemnation of worldly attachment, criticism of
Sufism, opposition to Greek philosophy, condemnation of hypocritical scholars,
praise of the Ahl al-Bayt, exhortation to contentment and patience, and emphasis on
the night prayer and supplication. Using a library-based research method and drawing
on Mehdi Karbasi’s edition, the present article undertakes a thematic analysis of the
work. The findings indicate that, in this masnavi, the poet presents a religious reformist
manifesto in poetic form. In simple and fluent language, he defends the Shari‘a against
religious innovations, critiques the intellectual currents of his time—including
Sufism, philosophy, and Akhbarism—and, drawing upon the Qur'an, Nahy a\-
Balagha, and the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt, calls upon the Shi‘i community of India
to return to authentic Islamic teachings. The most prominent themes of the masnavi
include the call to spiritual awakening and remembrance of death, condemnation of
the deceptive nature of the world, criticism of Sufism and the doctrine of the Unity
of Being, opposition to Greek philosophy and Avicenna, praise of contentment and
patience, praise of the Ahl al-Bayt, emphasis on the night prayer and supplication,
condemnation of hypocritical scholars, and criticism of Akhbarism. The work is
among the last major Persian literary works produced in the Indian subcontinent and
provides a clear reflection of the social and religious conditions of the Shi‘i community
of northern India in the thirteenth century AH.

Keywords: Muhammad Abbas Shushtari, Man-o Salwa, criticism of Sufism,
criticism of philosophy, Indian subcontinent.

1. M.A. Student in Persian Language and Literature, Ahl al-Bayt International University, Tehran,
Iran.yasub1422@gmail.com
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Abstract

An Examination of Sultan Mahmud'’s Panegyrics in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh Based on Shi i Jurisprudential Principles

Hamed Safi', Sayyid Mohammad-Mahdi Shafiei’, Sayyid Alireza Shafiei®
Abstract

Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni’s portrayal in the form of panegyric in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh has long been one of the most controversial issues in Ferdowsi studies.
Most previous studies have examined this issue from the perspectives of literary
history, Ferdowsi’s life, or the political relations of the Ghaznavid period, whereas
comparatively little attention has been paid to its analysis based on the principles of
Shi‘i political jurisprudence. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach and employing
documentary analysis and directed content analysis, the present study examines the
panegyrics dedicated to Sultan Mahmud on the basis of the text of the Shahnameh
(Jalal Khaleghi-Motlagh’s critical edition), historical sources, and the principles
of Imami Shi‘i political jurisprudence. The findings indicate that Mahmud’s
panegyrics are not uniform in terms of structure, content, or literary function and
may be classified into categories such as ceremonial, virtue-oriented, hyperbolic,
and livelihood-related panegyrics. Accordingly, their jurisprudential assessment is
contingent upon the circumstances and characteristics of each category, and issuing
a single ruling concerning all of these verses is not consistent with the principles
of Imami jurisprudence. The study further demonstrates that analyzing Mahmud’s
panegyrics requires the integration of literary, historical, and jurisprudential
evidence, and that a definitive conclusion cannot be reached solely on the basis of
any single category of sources. The originality of this study lies in proposing an
interdisciplinary framework for analyzing the praise of rulers in classical Persian
texts and in offering a jurisprudential typology of Sultan Mahmud’s panegyrics.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Ferdowsi, Mahmud of Ghazni, Shi'i political jurisprudence,
panegyric.
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Abstract
Counter-Discourse Analysis of the Revelatory Sermons of Nahj
al-Balagha
Ebrahim Kanani'
Abstract

The present study aims to identify and analyze the types of counter—discourse employed
in the revelatory sermons of Nahj al-Balagha and to elucidate their role in representing
relations of power, ideology, and discursive conflict during the era of Imam Ali. In
contexts of discursive conflict, power is reproduced through the stabilization of meaning,
the legitimization of the dominant narrative, and the marginalization of competing
narratives. Accordingly, explaining the mechanisms through which a discourse of
resistance is constructed and examining the ways in which relations between meaning
and power are reorganized constitute fundamental issues in the analysis of religious
and historical texts. This study seeks to answer the question of which types of counter-
discourse Imam Ali employed to challenge the dominant discourse, and through what
discursive mechanisms and for what purposes these strategies were organized. The
analysis was conducted within a theoretical framework of counter-discourse. The
findings indicate that, by employing eleven types of counter-discourse-including
counter-metaphorical, —counter-embedded, counter-narrative,  question-based
counter-discourse, referential simulation, actor reactivation, delegation of authority,
audience invocation, counter-prescriptive, counter—transcendental, and counter-
institutional discourse-Imam Ali challenged the semantic system of the dominant
Umayyad discourse and articulated an alternative discourse centered on justice, piety,
and the Prophetic tradition. Among these types, counter-metaphorical discourse is the
most frequent strategy, while counter-embedded discourse represents the most complex
pattern of discursive organization. Counter-narrative and referential simulation also
play pivotal roles in exposing historical distortion and redefining legitimacy. The “us/
them” opposition functions as a fundamental strategy for consolidating the identity of the
discourse of truth in opposition to the discourse of deviation. Overall, Nahj al-Balagha is
a discourse-forming text that, through the coherent organization of counter-discursive
strategies, challenges the hegemony of Umayyad discourse and provides a model for the
analysis of counter—discourse in other texts.

Keywords: counter-discourse, hegemony, revelatory sermons of Nalhy al-
Balagha, Umayyads, Imam Ali.

1. Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Humanities,
Kosar University of Bojnord, Bojnord, North Khorasan Province, Iran. ebrahimkanani@kub.ac.ir
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