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An Examination of Safi al-Din Hilli’s *Badi1 ‘iyyah* in Light of
His Life and Shiite Beliefs

Asghar Babazadeh Aghdam' - Fatemeh Kiadarbandsery”

Abstract

Safi al-Din Hilli (677-759 AH) was one of the prominent Shiite poets of the
eighth Islamic century and a brilliant figure who, during an age of decline,
utilized the weapon of literature to defend the essence and religion of his people.
Among his valuable works is the *Badl iyyah* he composed in praise of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). In his *Badl iyyah*, he employed rhetorical
devices and enumerated various linguistic and thematic merits while extolling the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). He titled his poem “Al-Kafiyah Al-Badl iyyah
fi Al-Mada’ih Al-Nabawiyyah,” thus paving the way for future generations of
*Badl ‘iyyah* poets. This article aims to highlight the noble character of this Shiite
poet through a descriptive-analytical approach and shed light on his innovative
rhetorical aspects among other *Badl iyyah* writers. It will also examine the
principles governing this art (poetry composition) in terms of structure and content,
and present a cohesive picture of his life, showcasing how his Shiite beliefs and
poetic style are reflected in his *Bad1 iyyah*. The research findings indicate that,
through the use of rhetorical devices, Safi al-Din Hilli offers a vivid and emotional
portrayal of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), while simultaneously
emphasizing his Shiite beliefs within the literary structure. By intertwining art,
faith, and imagination, he creates a praise that is distinguished both in its eloquence
and its content, particularly focusing on the themes of jihad, dignity, and the exalted
status of the Prophet (PBUH) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS).

Keywords: Safi al-Din Hilli, Shiite poetry, rhetoric, Safi al-Din’s *BadT ‘iyyah.*
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Abstract
The Evolution of Shiite Understanding of Imamate in Safavid
Literary Works
Reza Bayat'
Seyyed Noor Agha Mousavi *
Abstract

This research examines the evolution of the Safavid Shiite understanding of the
concept of Imamate. The textual framework of the study consists of the poetry of
four renowned poets and scholars from the Safavid era: Razi al-Din Artimani,
Sa’ib Tabrizi, Wa'iz Qazwini, and Ashraf Mazandarani. Among these four, Sa’ib is
primarily known for his poetry, while the other three are more recognized for their
scholarship and mysticism. The characteristics attributed to the Imam by these poets
reflect the understanding of the Persian-speaking Shiite community of that time.
None of these poets considered public opinion or allegiance as the basis for Imamate
or the superiority of the Imam; rather, elements such as infallibility, knowledge
of the unseen, and being the successor to the Prophet are repeatedly emphasized
in their verses. Notably, justice is underscored as a key attribute of the infallible
Imam, along with a strong emphasis on generosity. Among the virtues revealed in
the afterlife, intercession prominently recurs. Furthermore, the relative stability of
these concepts across different generations and the varied political landscapes of the
Safavid and Mughal empires is noteworthy.

Keywords: Safavid era, Razi al-Din Artimani, Sa’ib Tabrizi, Wa'iz Qazwini,
Ashraf Mazandarani.
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A Critique of the Narrative Structure of the Epic Prose
*Zofunnameh*

Milad Jafarpour!
Abstract

Muhammad Hanafiya is a prominent figure in Islamic history who actively appears
in several Persian literary narratives as either a main or secondary character. The
genre of the collection of stories related to Muhammad Hanafiya is epic, yet it
features a dual plot; some narratives are intertwined with the theme of avenging
Imam Hussein (AS), while in others, a more lyrical plot emerges. Among the
narratives aligned with the lyrical plot, *Zofunnameh* stands out as an independent
narrative that recounts the efforts of Zofun and Muhammad Hanafiya to reunite.
Alongside the main events, themes such as confronting dangers, overcoming
obstacles, and triumphing over non-believers are also presented. *Zofunnameh*
belongs to a group of stories for which numerous manuscripts in Persian, Turkish,
and Urdu exist, indicating its fame and recognition within the geography of the
Persian language. However, to date, there has been no systematic study employing
a textual approach to evaluate the narrative structure of *Zofunnameh*. This paper
seeks to critique its narrative elements through an inductive method focused on the
report of the oldest existing manuscript of *Zofunnameh*, aiming to provide a more
nuanced understanding of this epic prose. The findings of this research demonstrate
that *Zofunnameh*, due to the prominence and centrality of its female character,
is the only *Pahlavanbanunama* that can be regarded as a prose counterpart to
*Banougashaspnameh®. The narrator of *Zofunnameh* displays considerable
familiarity with the legacy of epic literature and has managed to maintain the
religious and historical dignity of Muhammad Hanafiya in the narrative while
employing the themes of heroism and chivalry within a lyrical plot.

Keywords: Pahlavanbanou, epic prose, *Zofunnameh*, narrative structure.
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Abstract
A Study of Qur’anic Intertextuality in the Odes of Omrani Kabuli
Based on Gérard Genette's Theory
Meysam Hanifi '
Fatemeh Hosseini 2
Khaledeh Hassan Yar®
Abstract

Intertextuality is one of the significant literary theories that explores the presence of
onetext within another and the mutual influence of texts on each other. Intertextuality
systematically examines the relationships of a text with its surrounding elements,
with prior or contemporaneous texts, and with texts that critique and interpret it,
taking steps to affirm or deny its relevance. Among the theorists of intertextuality,
Gérard Genette’s theory has garnered considerable attention. After the emergence
of Islam, the Qur’an, as a substratum, became a reference and source for many
poets from various perspectives. Omrani Kabuli is a contemporary Shiite poet from
Afghanistan who has crafted his poetry by embedding the Qur’an as a substratum
and significantly alluding to the virtues and character of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) as
the foundation of his thoughts. Thus, his poetry manifests scholarly, religious, and
spiritual ideas. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method, utilizing library
resources to explore the intertextual relations between the Qur’an and the odes of
Omrani Kabuli based on Gérard Genette’s theory. The findings indicate that Omrani
Kabuli’s odes are influenced by Qur’anic verses and narratives, encompassing both
explicit and implicit intertextuality as understood through Genette’s theory.

Keywords: Qur’an, intertextuality, Gérard Genette, Afghanistan, Omrani Kabuli.
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A Stylistic Comparative Analysis of Two Eulogies on Imam Reza
(AS) by Sanayi Ghaznavi and Muhammad ibn Habib Dhabbi

Sabreh Siavoshi', Menta Zargoosh?, Zahra Farokhi®
Abstract

The personality of Imam Reza (AS), along with his events and virtues, has
consistently inspired the composition of numerous poems. Among these, the two
odes by Muhammad ibn Habib Dhabbi and Sanayi Ghaznavi have been selected
for examination in this study. Through qualitative content analysis within the
framework of stylometry based on Mahmoud Fattouhi’s theory, the two works
are compared at lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological levels to uncover
the hidden and ideological layers within them. The results indicate that both poets
initially display their alignment with other Muslims and the unpretentious life of
the Imam (AS) through shared lexical, syntactic, and rhetorical structures, using
simple constructions that are somewhat similar across the two poems. They strive to
maintain the esteemed status of the subject by employing common structures, such
as a formal context, the dominance of general vocabulary, the prevalence of mental
and abstract terms, greater use of present tense verbs, indicative sentences, and
nominal phrases. Additionally, the use of simpler similes and metaphors, along with
the repetition of religious words, emphasizes their central focus on the personality
of the Imam (AS) and the challenges of his time. In Arabic poetry, these themes
are conveyed through longer sentences to register historical details, while in Persian
poetry, shorter sentences are used to enhance the musicality of the verses, thereby
intensifying the intended ideology in the hearts of the Iranian audience.

Keywords: Stylistics, Eulogies on Imam Reza, formal context, ideology, syntactic
level.
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Abstract
The Concept of Advice in the Mystical Literature of Hakim
Sanayi Ghaznavi
Adel Moghdadian', Seyyed Habib Hosseini?
Abstract

This article employs a descriptive—analytical method to explore the concepts of
advice and goodwill, which are key elements in Islamic culture and Persian didactic
literature, from various perspectives. It then examines the significance of these
concepts in the thought and poetry of Hakim Sanayi Ghaznavi, recognized as one of
the founders of didactic and mystical literature. The research begins by elucidating
the concept of advice from linguistic, Qur anic, hadith, and mystical viewpoints,
highlighting its importance as a moral and social principle in religious texts. Given
the historical debate regarding Sanayi’s specific religious inclination (whether
Twelver Sunni or Shia), this article emphasizes the fundamental ethical and mystical
commonalities in his works that transcend specific religious frameworks, focusing
on universal concepts such as justice, self-cultivation, and spiritual journeying.
Subsequently, by concentrating on Sanayi’s works, particularly *Hadiqat al-
Hagqiqah* and his collection of poetry, the article analyzes the diverse aspects of
advice, including counsel to rulers, self-advice, and social advice, as well as his
advising methods. The findings indicate that Sanayi perceives advice as a “religious
duty,” a “social responsibility,” and a “mystical path” through the integration of
religious, ethical, and mystical concepts. From his perspective, genuine goodwill is
rooted in true love and divine knowledge; thus, Sanayi presents these ideas through
poetic and wise expressions, playing a central role in establishing Persian didactic-
mystical literature-works that have called audiences to moral virtues for centuries,
transcending religious boundaries.

Keywords: Advice, Sanayi Ghaznavi, didactic literature, Islamic mysticism,
*Hadiqat al-Haqiqah.*
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