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Abstract

A Semiotic Reading of the Image of Fatima al-Zahra in the
Religious Discourse of Jasim al-Sahih’s Poetry: A Case Study of
the Ode “Ana Iltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki”

Abdulaziz Hammadi'
Extended Abstract

Religious discourse in poetry constitutes a symbolic mode of expression through
which sacred meanings are articulated beyond the literal level of language, entering
the domains of spiritual experience, devotional commitment, and religious identity.
Within the Islamic tradition, particularly Shi‘i thought, Fatima al-Zahra occupies a
distinguished position as a symbol of purity, sacrifice, generosity, and the spiritual
continuity of the Prophetic household. Her image has consequently transcended the
boundaries of historical representation to become an ethical and spiritual paradigm
around which collective religious memory and communal identity are organized.
In contemporary Arabic poetry, this image provides a fertile ground for artistic
experimentation, enabling poets to reinterpret inherited religious meanings through
innovative linguistic and symbolic structures.

Jasim al-Sahih, a contemporary Saudi Arabian poet known for his profound
attachment to the Ahl al-Bayt and his distinctive integration of religious conviction
and poetic modernity, offers a notable example of this tendency. His ode “Ana
[ltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki” (“Wherever [ Turn, There Is Your Name”) constructs
an expansive symbolic universe in which Fatima al-Zahra is represented not merely
as a historical figure or an object of devotional praise, but as a cosmic center of
spiritual existence. Through semantic deviation, myth-making, parallelism, the
interplay between love and sanctification, and dual symbolism, the poem transforms
devotion to Fatima into an interpretive and existential experience connecting the
human subject with the sacred absolute.

The present study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the poem’s
signifying structures and investigate how its religious discourse reconstructs the
image of Fatima al-Zahra. It addresses three principal questions: How does the poem
generate sacred meanings through its representation of Fatima? Which rhetorical and
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symbolic mechanisms enable the poet to transform religious material into creative
poetic discourse? And to what extent does the poem achieve semantic coherence in
presenting Fatima as an integrated paradigm of sanctity encompassing both human
and transcendent dimensions? By addressing these questions, the study seeks to clarify
the role of contemporary poetry in renewing religious discourse through aesthetic
innovation and spiritual interpretation rather than doctrinal repetition.

Previous scholarship has examined various aspects of al-Sahih’s poetry, including
textual thresholds, mythological and heroic elements, Shi‘i identity, intertextuality,
the invocation of historical and sacred figures, and the symbolic language of
religious discourse. Studies employing Michael Riffaterre’s semiotic theory have
also demonstrated the interpretive potential of examining the latent structures of
the poet’s work. Nevertheless, the specific semiotic construction of Fatima al-
Zahra’s image in “Ana Iltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki” has not received independent
and sustained attention in the research surveyed by the present article. The study
therefore seeks to address this gap by focusing on the interaction between linguistic
innovation, religious symbolism, and the formation of sacred meaning.

The theoretical framework draws on modern approaches to poetic discourse,
religious discourse, semantic deviation, myth, parallelism, and symbolism.
Religious discourse is understood not simply as the transmission of theological
propositions but as a linguistic and cultural structure that shapes believers’
perceptions of the world and their relationship with it. When articulated through
poetry, this discourse acquires an imaginative and multilayered character: meanings
emerge through metaphor, symbolic displacement, intertextual associations, and
the interaction between the literal and the figurative. The poem’s

religious significance thus resides not only in its devotional subject matter but also
in the distinctive mechanisms through which that subject matter is transformed into
an aesthetic experience.

The first analytical section examines semantic deviation as a principal mechanism
for generating sacred meaning. Al-Sahih relocates religious vocabulary from its
conventional ritual or material contexts into an imaginative domain structured by
love and devotion. In the lines referring to Muzdalifah, Mash‘ar, and pilgrimage,
the poet appropriates terms associated with the rites of Hajj and reconfigures them as
stations on a spiritual journey toward Fatima. The expression “I perform pilgrimage
to you” transforms the conventional direction of pilgrimage into a metaphor for
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devotional orientation, while the accompanying admission of inadequacy introduces
humility into this bold metaphorical construction. The result is a productive tension
between the imaginative elevation of the beloved and the lover’s recognition of his
inability to encompass her spiritual stature.

A comparable transformation occurs in the image of the “placenta of history,”
which presents Fatima as a source nourishing historical consciousness with love
and spiritual allegiance. The biological function of the placenta is extended into a
symbolic register in which history becomes a living organism sustained by a sacred
source. Likewise, the juxtaposition of a loaf of brown wheat bread and a red loaf
of love establishes an equivalence between physical nourishment and spiritual
sustenance. The contrasting colors further enrich the image: brown evokes earthly
necessity and material life, whereas red suggests passion, blood, sacrifice, and
martyrdom. Through these semantic displacements, love for Fatima becomes
indispensable to spiritual existence and the preservation of religious identity.

The second section explores myth-making and cosmic imagery. Rather than merely
recounting a religious narrative, the poet expands the circumstances surrounding
Fatima’s birth into a transcendent event. The image of a veil rising from the horizon
and the emergence of al-Kawthar from the “womb of heaven” relocates birth
from the confines of ordinary historical time and physical space to a cosmic plane.
The heavenly womb and the association with al-Kawthar, a Qur’anic symbol of
abundant divine blessing, constructan image of Fatima as a manifestation of celestial
beneficence. This poetic transformation does not necessarily negate historical
reality; rather, it imaginatively foregrounds the transcendent significance attributed
to her birth. The repeated presence of Fatima “there” and “here,” together with the
declaration that her name shines wherever the speaker turns, further dissolves spatial
boundaries. Her name becomes a pervasive source of illumination, transforming the
entire universe into a field of sacred presence.

Thethird sectioninvestigates parallelismasastrategy of devotional alignment. Drawing
on the poetic principle of structural correspondence, the analysis considers how the
speaker associates his emotional experience with the exemplary experiences of sacred
figures. The statement “Iawaited youas Muhammadawaited [you]” aligns the speaker’s
anticipation with the Prophet’s, while “I was enraptured as Haydar was enraptured by
you” invokes Imam Ali through the name Haydar. These correspondences establish a
symbolic continuum between the poet’s personal devotion and the love attributed to
the central figures of Islamic sacred history. Parallelism therefore functions not merely
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as a rhetorical device but as a means of situating individual emotion within a larger
religious tradition. The speaker’s love acquires significance through its perceived
affinity with prophetic and Alid devotion.

The fourth section examines the dialectic of love and sanctification. In the poem,
love is elevated beyond transient human affection, while sanctification becomes
an intimate experience rather than an abstract or exclusively ritual obligation. This
interaction is particularly eviden

t when the poet describes himself as receiving “the revelation of prophethood”
while his love for Fatima embraces and covers his trembling. The juxtaposition of
revelation, conventionally associated with prophetic experience, and the bodily
vulnerability suggested by trembling and covering brings transcendence into
contact with human intimacy. The language produces a tension between spiritual
aspiration and embodied emotion, making devotion a comprehensive experience
that encompasses both. Similarly, the image of the speaker driving his soul toward
the springs of piety while his soul becomes a flower turning to desert expresses
the paradox of spiritual longing: the pursuit of perfection coexists with an acute
awareness of human insufficiency. The sacred ideal inspires movement toward
purification, yet the intensity of yearning perpetually exposes the distance between
aspiration and fulfillment.

The final analytical section focuses on dual symbolism, through which apparently
contrasting meanings coexist within a single image. The opposition between the
“deceptive body” and the “essence” represents the movement from superficial or
corrupted existence toward authentic spiritual identity. The speaker’s abandonment
of falsity and movement toward Fatima through his inner essence combine negation
and affirmation, purification and renewal, human striving and transcendent grace.
Another example appears in the invocation of the “story of the apple,” whose
enduring narrators are associated with its nectar and sweetness. These images
suggest generosity, wisdom, and spiritual nourishment while also allowing sacrifice
and suffering to remain present within the symbolic structure. Such duality reflects
the poem’s broader representation of Fatima: she is simultaneously a source of
spiritual life and a figure whose sanctity is inseparable from sacrifice and suffering.

The study concludes that al-Sahih constructs a coherent, multilayered sacred image
through the interaction of semantic deviation, cosmic myth-making, parallelism, the
fusion of love and sanctification, and dual symbolism. These mechanisms transform
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Fatima al-Zahra from an object of historical recollection or conventional devotional
praise into a central symbol of spiritual orientation, religious identity, and existential
meaning. The poem’s modernity lies not in abandoning inherited beliefbut in renewing
its expression through imaginative language and interpretive openness. Ultimately,
“Ana Iltafatt Fa-thamma Ismuki” demonstrates how contemporary Arabic poetry can
function as a medium of spiritual interpretation, bridging religious heritage and modern
aesthetic expression. Its religious discourse does more than reiterate established
convictions: it reshapes the reader’s encounter with the sacred by making devotion an
imaginative, affective, and existential experience.

Keywords: Fatima al-Zahra; sacred signification; poetic discourse; Jasim al-
Sahih; semantic deviation; religious symbolism.
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