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Abstract
The Archetypes of “Light” and “Intoxication” in the Shi‘i Context
of Razi al-Din Artimani
Abolfazl Tajik'
Extended Abstract

Introduction and Research Objectives

Mystical literature of the Safavid period provided a medium through which collective
psychic patterns could be expressed and, potentially, counterbalanced the social and
religious pressures associated with ostentatious asceticism and formalistic religiosity.
Razi al-Din Artimani, a prominent Persian poet of the Safavid era, drew upon Persian
mythological traditions, [lluminationist philosophy, and the mystical poetics of wine
to develop a distinctive symbolic language. Among the most significant recurring
patterns in his Divan are the archetypes of “light” and “intoxication.” Although
apparently opposed-light suggests illumination, awareness, and truth, whereas
intoxication implies the suspension of ordinary consciousness-these archetypes
function as complementary dimensions of mystical experience in Artimani’s poetry.

This study investigates the frequency, distribution, and semantic functions of these
two archetypes throughout Artimani’s poetic corpus. Its central question concerns
how light and intoxication interact within the poet’s conceptual and imaginative
world. More specifically, it examines whether intoxication functions as a means
of attaining spiritual illumination and how this relationship reflects the historical,
literary, and religious contexts of Safavid Iran. The study’s principal contribution
lies in emphasizing the Shi‘i narrative and devotional foundations through which
these symbols acquire meanings that distinguish Artimani’s mystical vision from
more general formulations of Islamic mysticism.

Theoretical Framework and Historical Background

The research adopts Carl Gustav Jung’s theory of archetypes and the collective
unconscious as its principal analytical framework. In Jungian analytical psychology,
archetypes are not simply recurring images or conventional literary motifs; rather,
they are underlying psychic patterns that become perceptible through culturally
and individually shaped representations. Literary works may therefore articulate
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experiences extending beyond the individual poet, giving expression to inherited
symbolic structures and responding, consciously or otherwise, to the psychological
tensions of their historical environment. From this perspective, light and intoxication
are examined as archetypal configurations whose significance emerges through
their poetic realization and cultural reinterpretation.

The archetype of light possesses a particularly extensive genealogy in Iranian religious
and philosophical traditions. In ancient Iranian cosmology, light was associated with
sacred presence, truth, life, and the struggle against destructive darkness. Zoroastrian
concepts of asha, or truth and cosmic order, reinforced the ethical dimension of this
symbolism. The Iranian tradition of sacred radiance thus provided a foundation for
later interpretations of light as a manifestation of spiritual reality.

Within Islamic thought, the Qur’anic declaration “God is the Light of the heavens
and the earth” (Qur’an 24:35) established a central scriptural basis for the mystical
interpretation of light. This symbolism received a systematic philosophical formulation
in the Illuminationist philosophy of Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi, who integrated
elements of ancient Iranian wisdom with Islamic metaphysics. In this framework,
existence is understood through hierarchical degrees of light, culminating in the Light
of Lights. Artimani’s imagery can consequently be situated at the intersection of Iranian
mythological inheritance, Illuminationist metaphysics, and Persian mystical poetry.

The Shi‘i context adds another interpretive dimension. In Shi‘i exegetical, hadith,
and devotional traditions, light is associated with the Prophet Muhammad and the
Imams, particularly through narratives concerning their primordial light and their
role as guides to divine truth. The symbolism of light therefore signifies not only
divine existence or mystical aw

areness but also wilaya, the spiritual authority and guidance associated with the
Prophet’s Household. This theological dimension is essential to understanding the
distinctive religious implications of Artimani’s symbolic vocabulary.

The archetype of intoxication has a similarly layered history. Its remote cultural
associations include the sacred plant haoma in ancient Iranian religion and the ritual
consumption of substances believed to facilitate contact with the sacred. In Persian
Sufipoetry, however, wine and drunkenness acquired amore explicitly metaphorical
and epistemological significance. Through the distinction between sukr (mystical
intoxication) and sahw (spiritual sobriety), intoxication came to signify the
displacement of ordinary, self-centered consciousness under the overwhelming
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influence of divine love. The poetry of Hafez consolidated this symbolism, making
wine, the cupbearer, and the tavern central instruments for challenging hypocrisy
and articulating alternative forms of spiritual authenticity.

In Shi‘i mystical and devotional discourse, these motifs may also be interpreted
through traditions that associate spiritual drink, divine sustenance, and the mediation
of grace with the Prophet and the Imams. Qur’anic references to the “purifying drink”
(Qur’an 76:21), together with Shi‘i exegetical and devotional interpretations, provide
a religious framework within which the cupbearer and wine may signify spiritual
mediation rather than literal drinking. The study proposes that this framework helps
explain the specifically Shi‘i inflection of Artimani’s mystical symbolism.

Research Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method combined with quantitative
content analysis. Its corpus comprises the complete Divan of Razi al-Din Artimani,
based on the edition prepared by Mohammad Ali Emami and published by Khayyam
Bookshop. The word serves as the unit of analysis. Relevant vocabulary was
identified, coded, and classified into two principal semantic fields.

The light-related category includes terms associated with illumination, radiance,
manifestation, and spiritual perception, such as mehr (sun or love), sun, sunlight,
candle, lamp, manifestation, brilliance, and ray. The intoxication-related category
encompasses vocabulary associated with wine, drinking vessels, agents of spiritual
mediation, mystical spaces, and altered states of consciousness, including wine, cup,
cupbearer, goblet, tavern, drunkenness, and related expressions. Context-sensitive
coding was applied to ambiguous terms, particularly mehr, whose meanings may
encompass both solar radiance and love. Compound expressions were assigned to
their principal lexical categories to maintain consistency in counting.

The quantitative findings were subsequently interpreted through qualitative analysis of
the symbols’ semantic functions, distribution across poetic forms, and relationship to
Artimani’s historical and religious context. The numerical results are therefore treated
as evidence of lexical prominence and poetic organization rather than, by themselves,
definitive proof of psychological causation or theological intention.

Findings and Discussion

The quantitative analysis identifies 540 occurrences of vocabulary associated with
intoxication and 244 occurrences associated with light. The former therefore appears
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approximately 2.2 times as frequently as the latter. This asymmetry suggests that
intoxication occupies a particularly prominentposition in Artimani’s poetic expression.
Within the study’s interpretive framework, its predominance reflects the practical
and process-oriented character of mystical striving: the destruction of the false self,
the abandonment of pretension, and liberation from the constraints of partial, self-
interested reason require sustained symbolic articulation. Light, by contrast, represents
the truth or spiritual illumination toward which this process is directed.

The distribution of the two semantic fields across poetic forms further supports this
interpretation. The Saqi-nama contains 253 intoxi

cation-related occurrences, compared with 223 in the ghazals and 64 in other
poetic forms. Light-related vocabulary displays a different pattern: 66 occurrences
appear in the Saqi-nama, 143 in the ghazals, and 35 in other forms. Thus, the Saqi-
nama functions primarily as a poetic space of longing, spiritual disorientation, and
self-annihilation, while the ghazals more frequently foreground radiance, beauty,
manifestation, and contemplative perception.

Qualitativeanalysisidentifies three principal functions forthearchetype of intoxication.
First, it establishes a counter-discourse to ostentatious asceticism and religious
hypocrisy. The tavern and the intoxicated devotee become symbolic alternatives
to outwardly respectable but spiritually insincere religiosity. Second, intoxication
represents the annihilation of the false self, or fana, rather than merely sensual pleasure.
Wine becomes an instrument for dissolving egocentric consciousness and removing
the veils that obstruct spiritual perception. Third, intoxication offers an escape from
the anxiety, sorrow, and temporal instability of worldly existence, opening a symbolic
passage toward a form of sacred or timeless presence.

The archetype of light performs three complementary functions. It represents divine
manifestation, expresses the absolute beauty of the beloved, and signifies guidance out
of the darkness of ignorance and spiritual confusion. Solar imagery, particularly the sun
and sunlight, is the most prominent subgroup within this category, accounting for 82 of
the 244 occurrences. Candles, lamps, and related sources of illumination account for 66
occurrences, while terms associated with mehr and manifestation each account for 38.
These patterns indicate the importance of both cosmic radiance and the more intimate
imagery of illumination within the poet’s symbolic vocabulary.

The relationship between light and intoxication becomes most significant when the
two fields converge. Artimani’s poetry can represent wine as a source of radiance,
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light as a fluid that can be inwardly assimilated, and the wine cup as a mirror or world-
revealing vessel. Such combinations produce a productive paradox: the suspension of
ordinary consciousness enables a deeper form of seeing. The mystically intoxicated
individual may appear irrational or disreputable according to conventional standards
while possessing an inward clarity unavailable to the hypocritical ascetic. Intoxication
thus functions as a path, whereas light constitutes the truth disclosed through that path.

The study furtherargues that Artimani’s use of these archetypesresponds to thereligious
and cultural tensions of Safavid society. By elevating the tavern, wine, and the figure
of the rind-the unconventional, spiritually authentic nonconformist-he constructs a
literary alternative to rigid formalism. His symbolic practice combines ancient [ranian
conceptions of light, [lluminationist metaphysics, and the wine imagery of Persian
mystical poetry. In its Shi‘i dimension, the association of light with the Prophet’s
Household and of spiritual drinking with divinely mediated grace provides a further
interpretive framework for the relationship between intoxication and illumination.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that light and intoxication constitute an interconnected symbolic
system in Artimani’s Divan. The quantitative predominance of intoxication-related
vocabulary (540 occurrences) over light-related vocabulary (244 occurrences)
supportsaninterpretationin which thearduous process of self-negation receives greater
lexical emphasis than its culminating experience of illumination. The concentration of
intoxication imagery in the Saqi-nama and light imagery in the ghazals also suggests a
functional differentiation between spiritual quest and contemplative vision.

The study’s principal contribution is its interpretation of these archetypes through
the convergence of Jungian literary criticism, Iranian intellectual history, Persian
mystical poetics, and Shi‘i devotional traditions. In Artimani’s poetic universe,
intoxication is not simply the opposite of awareness: it becomes a means of overcoming
the limitations of ordinary consciousness and preparing the self for the disclosure of divine
truth. Light, in turn, represents the ultimate horizon of this transformation, interpreted
within the study’s Shi‘i framework in relation to divine guidance and wilaya. Artimani’s
distinctive achievement lies in transforming inherited symbols into a unified mystical and
social vision in which the path of spiritual liberation leads, through the dissolution of the
false self, toward illumination and divine proximity.

Keywords: Razi al-Din Artimani; archetypal criticism; collective unconscious;
mysticism; light; intoxication; Shi‘i mysticism.
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1. Super-symbol
2. Epistemological Stance

3. Sanctification of the Taboo
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1. Quantitative Content Analysis
2. Corpus

3. Coding

4. Frequency
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1. Semantic Field

2. Contextual
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1. Counter—discourse
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