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Abstract
The Quality and Function of Rhetorical Figures in the Poetry of
Seyyed Hamidreza Borghaei
Reza Bayat'
Vajiheh Olyazadeh®
Abstract

Seyyed Hamidreza Borghaei is a prominent contemporary Iranian poet of shi ‘ria’n1
(ritual and religious poetry), whose works have attracted considerable readership
and sustained scholarly attention. The distinctive reception of his poetry appears to
derive not merely from its religious subject matter or accessible language, but also
from the particular ways in which he employs the resources of traditional Arabic-
Persian rhetoric. This study investigates the qualitative characteristics of rhetorical
figures in Borghaei’s poetry, focusing on badi‘ (figures of embellishment and
verbal-semantic relations) and bayan (figurative expression, including metaphor,
simile, metonymy, and allusion). Rather than simply enumerating rhetorical
devices, it examines how their distinctive combinations contribute to the poet’s
imagery, theological imagination, intertextual practice, and popular appeal. The
central research questions concern the principal rhetorical strategies employed
by Borghaei and the features that distinguish his practice from that of other
contemporary religious poets.

The study adopts a qualitative, text-centered approach informed by previous theses
and scholarly articles on Borghaei’s poetry. Quantitative findings from a doctoral
dissertation examining ten poems by each of five contemporary religious poets
are used comparatively, with the average frequency among the other four poets
serving as a reference point for identifying Borghaei’s relative preferences. The
study then re-examines prominent examples and identifies rhetorical operations
that previous analyses have overlooked or insufficiently differentiated. Its principal
methodological contribution lies in grouping related figures according to their
underlying literary functions rather than treating each figure as an isolated technical
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category. This approach makes it possible to reconstruct the poet’s rhetorical habits
and the conceptual relationships that organize his imagery.

The quantitative comparison identifies several notable features of Borghaei’s badi .
Among the most distinctive are mura‘at al-nazir (the association of semantically
related words), takrar (repetition), tadmin (incorporation of another text), talmih
(allusion), and Tham al-tanasub (a form of semantic ambiguity in which a word
evokes an additional, contextually compatible association). However, the article
argues that classifying all associative relationships as murd‘at al-nazir obscures
important differences in their operation. Some examples depend on ambiguity
between lexical meanings or on a word’s simultaneous relationship with two
surrounding terms; others exploit specialized associations between an expression’s
literal and technical meanings. The study designates the latter pattern tanasub-e
khass (specialized or distinctive correspondence), emphasizing the poet’s ability to
make rhetorical form reinforce thematic content.

One particularly innovative strategy is the deliberate disruption of poetic convention
to enact meaning. Borghaei may introduce a metrical irregularity ata point where the
poem describes the extraordinary stature of the Prophet Muhammad or the repeated
invocation of Abu Talib. Similarly, a change in the written form of a rhyme can enact
the very idea of struggling against rhyme. In another instance, the formal distinction
between a long mathnaw1 and a separate qasida within the collection Tahayyor
gives structural expression to the silence of Imam Ali during the period following
the Prophet’s death. Such examples demonstrate that rhetoric in Borghaei’s poetry
extends beyond ornamentation: prosody, genre, and textual structure themselves
become vehicles of interpretation. His frequent use of thetorical terminology within
the poems also reveals a marked awareness of poetic composition as a subject of
reflection.

Intertextuality constitutes another major component of his practice. Borghaei
incorporates or evokes Qur’anic verses, hadiths, devotional prayers, cla

ssical Persian poetry, religious narratives, and the names of poets, scholars, books,
and artistic traditions. The article distinguishes tadmin, in which an identifiable
phrase or line is incorporated into a new poem without necessarily impairing its
immediate intelligibility, from talmth, whose interpretation depends more directly
on recognizing an external narrative or textual source. It also identifies a further
mechanism, termed tabadur, whereby a word or phrase spontancously evokes

78



79

Abstract

a person, literary work, religious text, or historical event beyond its immediate
grammatical meaning. Although traditional rhetorical scholarship generally
treats this phenomenon as a subdivision of ambiguity, the authors propose that it
may be more productively understood as a form of intertextuality. In Borghaei’s
poetry, such associations often connect apparently unrelated textual and devotional
domains, allowing a single expression to activate several layers of meaning.

Repetition and husn al-ta‘I1l (poetic reasoning through an imaginative, nonliteral
explanation) further illuminate the relationship between rhetorical technique and
the poet’s worldview. Repeated words and phrases intensify emotional emphasis,
reinforce devotional motifs, and create memorable verbal patterns. Borghaei also
develops recurring syntactic structures, including constructions of the type “...
within ...” and “... upon ...,” to represent the accumulation or transformation of
emotional and spiritual experience. In husn al-ta‘I1l, events are explained through
imaginative causes that express religious devotion. For example, an object may
acquire a crown because it was desired by Fatima, or the birth of Imam Ali in the
Kaaba may be reinterpreted to suggest that the sanctuary’s ultimate significance
derives from the presence of the Imam. The article further examines hyperbolic and
theologically unconventional expressions, distinguishing literary exaggeration from
formulations that may be interpreted as religiously controversial. These examples
are presented as evidence of the poet’s particular devotional and epistemological
framework, rather than as purely decorative verbal play.

In bayan, the study focuses on metaphor, indirect expression, implicit simile,
and metonymy. Metaphor frequently operates in conjunction with personification
and other figurative transfers, producing dense images in which several rhetorical
processes coexist. Borghaei’s colloquial kin@ya (indirect expression or idiomatic
allusion) is comparatively accessible, drawing on familiar expressions from
everyday speech. This popular linguistic register contrasts with the conceptual and
intertextual complexity of many of his images. His similes, meanwhile, often resist
conventional explicit forms. Instead of stating a comparison directly, he embeds the
relationship within an image, requiring readers to infer the shared qualities between
its elements. The study terms this tendency tashbth-e mudmar (implicit simile) and
regards it as a particularly revealing feature of his poetic craftsmanship.

Metonymy (majaz) is another significant but under-recognized dimension of
Borghaei’s style. His poems frequently use sacred places, devotional practices,
literary works, objects, and associated attributes to evoke religious figures or events.
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A detailed reading of one poem structured around the devotional recitation of the
names and traditions associated with the Fourteen Infallibles shows how apparently
disparate images form a coherent narrative through contextual and culturally specific
associations. These metonymic relations may involve proximity, place and occupant,
cause and effect, or an associated text and its authorial or religious source. Their
interpretation often presupposes familiarity with Shi‘i devotional culture, including
pilgrimage texts, hagiographical traditions, and accounts of the Imams’ lives.

The study concludes that Borghaei’s distinctive achievement lies in the density,
integration, and contextual precision of his rhetorical devices. Previous quantitative
studies provide useful i

nitial evidence, but their classifications and counts may underestimate the
number and complexity of rhetorical operations within individual lines. Borghaei
combines sophisticated intertextual and theological associations with colloquial
idioms, repetition, and concise figurative expression. The result is a form of
sahl-e mumtani‘-poetry that appears effortless and immediately accessible while
resisting straightforward imitation or exhaustive analysis. His broad readership can
therefore be understood not as the product of simplicity alone, but as the outcome of
a carefully balanced poetics in which familiarity facilitates entry into texts whose
deeper rhetorical and intellectual structures reward attentive reading.

Keywords: Seyyed Hamidreza Borghaei; religious poetry; traditional rhetoric;
badi’; bayan; intertextuality; implicit simile; metonymy.
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