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Abstract

AnIdeological Discourse Analysis of Joseph al-Hashim’s Ode
Daw’ min al-Daw’ in Praise of Imam Ali

Asgar Babazadeh Aghdam'
Extended Abstract

Introduction and Research Objectives

Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib occupies a distinctive position in Arabic literary and
intellectual history, transcending the boundaries of religious leadership to become a
cultural symbol associated with justice, moral integrity, courage, wisdom, and human
dignity. His enduring presence in the works of Arab Christian poets, particularly
in Lebanon, represents a significant manifestation of interreligious dialogue and
intercultural engagement. Within this literary tradition, Joseph al-Hashim (1937-
2018), a contemporary Lebanese Christian poet, intellectual, politician, and writer,
offers a compelling example of the reinterpretation of Imam Ali’s personality through
a discourse that combines religious reverence, ethical idealism, historical reflection,
and universal human values. His 73-line ode, Daw’ min al-Daw’ (Light from
Light), composed in 1993 for a celebration of Imam Ali’s birth organized by the
Cultural Representation of the Islamic Republic of Iran at the Assad National Library
in Damascus, provides a particularly valuable text for examining the ideological
dimensions of Christian Arabic poetry devoted to Imam Ali.

Although previous studies have explored al-Hashim’s literary style, thematic
concerns, resistance poetry, and representation of the Ahl al-Bayt, the relationship
between his linguistic choices and the ideological structures underlying his poetry
has received comparatively limited systematic attention. This study addresses that
gap by investigating how linguistic and rhetorical strategies transform Imam Ali
from a historical and religious figure into a universal ethical exemplar. It seeks
to answer two principal questions: first, through what linguistic and discursive
mechanisms does al-Hashim represent Imam Ali in Daw’ min al-Daw’? Second,
what major Shi‘i ideological signifiers and discursive formations structure the
poem, and how do they contribute to the construction of Ali’s religious, political,
ethical, and universal significance?
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Research Methodolo gy and Theoretical Framework

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library-based
research and close textual examination of the poem. Its analytical framework
is informed by critical discourse analysis, particularly the investigation of the
relationship between language, ideology, value systems, historical representation,
and power. Rather than imposing a predetermined set of ideological categories on
the text, the study identifies its principal discursive formations inductively through
recurring lexical items, semantic associations, oppositional structures, evaluative
expressions, rhetorical questions, negation, metaphorical patterns, and religious
intertextuality.

This approach treats the poem not merely as an aesthetic composition or a
conventional panegyric, but as a coherent discursive formation in which linguistic
structures organize historical memory, establish moral hierarchies, negotiate
religious identities, and challenge competing conceptions of political legitimacy.
Particular attention is given to the interaction between Shi‘i theological concepts
and the broader ethical vocabulary through which al-Hashim makes Imam Ali
accessible to audiences beyond a narrowly defined confessional community.

Findings and Discussion

The analysis identifies nine closely related discursive formations that collectively
shape the ideological architecture of Daw’ min al-Daw .

The first is the ontological discourse of light and sacred manifestation. The poem
opens with the metaphor of light, presenting Imam Ali as a manifestation and
reflection of prophetic illumination. The expression “light from light” establishes
a symbolic relationship between Ali and the Prophet Muhammad, while the image
of the moon reflecting the sun’s radiance suggests the transmission of prophetic
virtues into Ali’s personality. Through expressions such as nuha (wisdom), huda
(guidance), and manara (beacon), the

poet extends this illumination across intellectual and geographical boundaries.
Light consequently functions not merely as a decorative image but as a signifier of
sacred knowledge, spiritual authority, and enduring guidance.

The second formation concerns the prophetic bond and the continuity of religious
authority. Expressions such as “the hand of prophethood,” “the shadow of the
Messenger of God,” and “the first of the people to believe in his mission” construct
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Ali’s identity as inseparable from the Prophet’s mission. The reference to Ali’s
presence beside Muhammad from childhood reinforces the idea that his authority
originates in an enduring prophetic relationship rather than in a subsequent political
arrangement. Within the poem’s Shi‘i theological framework, Imamate is therefore
represented as the continuation of prophetic guidance and as a constitutive element
of the religious mission.

The third formation establishes epistemic authority and comprehensive knowledge.
By describing Ali as “the master of eloquence” and “the gate of knowledge,” al-
Hashim invokes established Islamic traditions that associate him with exceptional
religious and intellectual authority. The image of the Qur’an as a source from
which Ali draws knowledge, together with the metaphor of Nahj al-Balagha as a
sea of inexhaustible wisdom, presents his intellectual legacy as a vital resource for
spiritual and ethical understanding. Particularly significant is the poet’s statement
that Nahj al-Balagha can serve as a shared sacred text for Christians and Muslims.
This formulation transforms a central work of Islamic intellectual heritage into a
potential meeting point between religious communities.

The fourth formation is sacred heroism and principled courage. References to the
battles of Badr, Hunayn, Khandaq, Uhud, and Khaybar evoke the historical and
religious memory of Ali’s military achievements. The image of Dhu al-Fiqar,
whose blade resounds before its decisive strike, symbolizes not merely physical
strength but the moral legitimacy of courage exercised in defense of truth. Through
the accumulation of historical references, the poem integrates military heroism into
a broader ethical and religious framework, distinguishing principled resistance
from the pursuit of domination for its own sake.

The fifth formation articulates justice-centered governance and ethical politics. In the
lines “Here, justice is the light of God” and “Here, politics is a heavenly lamp of piety,”
the repeated demonstrative huna (“here”) establishes a symbolic space in which
political authority is inseparable from moral responsibility. The metaphor of politics as
aheavenly lamp challenges conceptions of political practice founded on manipulation,
expediency, and the accumulation of power. Al-Hashim’s representation of Ali’s
government instead emphasizes justice, righteousness, and the protection of rights.
Politics acquires legitimacy insofar as it serves ethical and spiritual purposes.

The sixth formation concerns divinely grounded legitimacy and wilaya. Through
references to the Hadith al-Dar and Hadith al-Manzila, the poet situates Ali’s
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authority within a network of prophetic traditions central to Shi‘i understandings
of succession. The titles wazir (minister or supporter), warith (inheritor), wasi
(designated successor), and wali (guardian or authority) function as interconnected
ideological signifiers. Their cumulative effect is to present Ali’s leadership as
rooted in prophetic designation rather than merely in political consensus or tribal
affiliation.

The seventh formation develops historical victimhood and the critique of power,
particularly through the representation of the Saqifa episode following the
Prophet’s death. The rhetorical questions “Why do the Ansar disagree?” and “How
have people’s arguments become weightier than his prophethood?” challenge the
political processes through which succession was determined. The expression hizb
Quraysh (“the faction of Quraysh”) portrays the actors involved as a politically
aligned group, emphasizing collectiv

e interests and tribal calculations. Through interrogative structures and the contrast
between human arguments and prophetic authority, al-Hashim reinterprets Sagifa
from a historical episode into a symbol of the displacement of religious legitimacy
by political competition. This discourse also contributes to the construction of Shi‘i
collective memory, in which Ali’s historical marginalization becomes a lasting
point of ethical and political reflection.

The eighth formation is the continuity of martyrdom and interreligious symbolic
correspondence. By depicting Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn as continuing the
same path as Imam Ali, the poet presents their different historical experiences-
including reconciliation, political opposition, and martyrdom-as expressions of a
shared commitment to truth. The repeated metaphor of al-darb (“the path”) signifies
the continuity of a sacred ethical trajectory across generations. The comparison with
the path of Jesus introduces a particularly significant Christian dimension. Through
this analogy, the suffering and sacrifice of the Ahl al-Bayt are interpreted alongside
Christian traditions of sacred suffering and self-giving. Martyrdom thus becomes a
shared symbolic language through which the poem connects Islamic and Christian
understandings of fidelity, sacrifice, and moral resistance.

The ninth and culminating formation is the transreligious universalization of Imam
Ali’s personality. Al-Hashim explicitly rejects the idea that Ali belongs exclusively
to Muslims or to the followers of Shi‘ism. The repeated negative construction laysa
(“is not”) dismantles confessional exclusivity, while the expression “not reserved
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for his Shi‘i followers” challenges the appropriation of Ali as the exclusive symbolic
property of one community. More importantly, the poet redefines allegiance
through ethical conduct: whoever adheres to benevolence, gentleness, and piety
may be considered a participant in Ali’s covenant. Religious affiliation is thereby
supplemented-and ethically reinterpreted-through the practice of virtues associated
with Ali. This universalizing perspective resonates with the humanistic dimension
of his political thought, particularly the principle expressed in Nahj al-Balagha that
people are either brothers in religion or equals in creation.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Daw’ min al-Daw’ moves substantially beyond
conventional panegyric. Through metaphor, repetition, semantic opposition,
rhetorical ~questioning, negation, evaluative vocabulary, and religious
intertextuality, Joseph al-Hashim constructs a multidimensional ideological
representation of Imam Ali as a source of sacred illumination, prophetic continuity,
intellectual authority, principled courage, ethical governance, and historical
resistance. The poem simultaneously challenges tribal conceptions of political
legitimacy and extends the significance of martyrdom beyond the boundaries of a
single religious tradition.

Its distinctive contribution lies in the interaction between a recognizably Shi‘i
theological framework and a universal ethical vision. Rather than erasing the
poem’s confessional foundations, al-Hashim uses them to articulate values that can
be shared across religious and cultural boundaries. Imam Ali consequently emerges
as a figure whose significance rests not only on historical identity or doctrinal
affiliation but also on justice, truth, piety, compassion, and human dignity. The
study concludes that the poem operates as an ideological and identity-forming text
in which poetic language simultaneously preserves religious memory, critiques
structures of power, and creates possibilities for interreligious understanding. It
therefore offers a valuable case study for comparative Arabic literature, critical
discourse analysis, and research into the role of literary expression in fostering
intercultural and interfaith dialogue.

Keywords: Joseph al-Hashim; Imam Ali; ideological discourse; critical discourse
analysis; Daw’ min al-Daw’; Christian Arabic poetry; interreligious dialogue.
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