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Abstract
Counter-Discourse Analysis of the Revelatory Sermons of Nahj
al-Balagha
Ebrahim Kanani'
Abstract

The present study aims to identify and analyze the types of counter—discourse employed
in the revelatory sermons of Nahj al-Balagha and to elucidate their role in representing
relations of power, ideology, and discursive conflict during the era of Imam Ali. In
contexts of discursive conflict, power is reproduced through the stabilization of meaning,
the legitimization of the dominant narrative, and the marginalization of competing
narratives. Accordingly, explaining the mechanisms through which a discourse of
resistance is constructed and examining the ways in which relations between meaning
and power are reorganized constitute fundamental issues in the analysis of religious
and historical texts. This study seeks to answer the question of which types of counter-
discourse Imam Ali employed to challenge the dominant discourse, and through what
discursive mechanisms and for what purposes these strategies were organized. The
analysis was conducted within a theoretical framework of counter-discourse. The
findings indicate that, by employing eleven types of counter-discourse-including
counter-metaphorical, —counter-embedded, counter-narrative,  question-based
counter-discourse, referential simulation, actor reactivation, delegation of authority,
audience invocation, counter-prescriptive, counter—transcendental, and counter-
institutional discourse-Imam Ali challenged the semantic system of the dominant
Umayyad discourse and articulated an alternative discourse centered on justice, piety,
and the Prophetic tradition. Among these types, counter-metaphorical discourse is the
most frequent strategy, while counter-embedded discourse represents the most complex
pattern of discursive organization. Counter-narrative and referential simulation also
play pivotal roles in exposing historical distortion and redefining legitimacy. The “us/
them” opposition functions as a fundamental strategy for consolidating the identity of the
discourse of truth in opposition to the discourse of deviation. Overall, Nahj al-Balagha is
a discourse-forming text that, through the coherent organization of counter-discursive
strategies, challenges the hegemony of Umayyad discourse and provides a model for the
analysis of counter—discourse in other texts.

Keywords: counter-discourse, hegemony, revelatory sermons of Nalhy al-
Balagha, Umayyads, Imam Ali.
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