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Abstract

An Examination of Sultan Mahmud'’s Panegyrics in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh Based on Shi i Jurisprudential Principles

Hamed Safi', Sayyid Mohammad-Mahdi Shafiei’, Sayyid Alireza Shafiei®
Abstract

Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni’s portrayal in the form of panegyric in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh has long been one of the most controversial issues in Ferdowsi studies.
Most previous studies have examined this issue from the perspectives of literary
history, Ferdowsi’s life, or the political relations of the Ghaznavid period, whereas
comparatively little attention has been paid to its analysis based on the principles of
Shi‘i political jurisprudence. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach and employing
documentary analysis and directed content analysis, the present study examines the
panegyrics dedicated to Sultan Mahmud on the basis of the text of the Shahnameh
(Jalal Khaleghi-Motlagh’s critical edition), historical sources, and the principles
of Imami Shi‘i political jurisprudence. The findings indicate that Mahmud’s
panegyrics are not uniform in terms of structure, content, or literary function and
may be classified into categories such as ceremonial, virtue-oriented, hyperbolic,
and livelihood-related panegyrics. Accordingly, their jurisprudential assessment is
contingent upon the circumstances and characteristics of each category, and issuing
a single ruling concerning all of these verses is not consistent with the principles
of Imami jurisprudence. The study further demonstrates that analyzing Mahmud’s
panegyrics requires the integration of literary, historical, and jurisprudential
evidence, and that a definitive conclusion cannot be reached solely on the basis of
any single category of sources. The originality of this study lies in proposing an
interdisciplinary framework for analyzing the praise of rulers in classical Persian
texts and in offering a jurisprudential typology of Sultan Mahmud’s panegyrics.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Ferdowsi, Mahmud of Ghazni, Shi'i political jurisprudence,
panegyric.
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