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Abstract
A Thematic Analysis of the Shi‘i Masnavi Man-o Salwa by Mufti
Muhammad Abbas Musavi Lakhnavi
Sayyid Ya'qub Reza Razavi'
Abstract

The masnaviMan-o Salwa, composed by Mufti Muhammad Abbas Musavi Lakhnavi
Shushtari, a prominent Shi‘i scholar, jurist, and poet of the Indian subcontinent, is one
of the significant works of didactic Persian literature of the thirteenth century AH.
Composed in response to Shaykh Baha'i’s Nan-o Halwa, this masnavi, comprising
approximately 2,900 couplets in the vamal meter, addresses a wide range of subjects,
including religious admonition, condemnation of worldly attachment, criticism of
Sufism, opposition to Greek philosophy, condemnation of hypocritical scholars,
praise of the Ahl al-Bayt, exhortation to contentment and patience, and emphasis on
the night prayer and supplication. Using a library-based research method and drawing
on Mehdi Karbasi’s edition, the present article undertakes a thematic analysis of the
work. The findings indicate that, in this masnavi, the poet presents a religious reformist
manifesto in poetic form. In simple and fluent language, he defends the Shari‘a against
religious innovations, critiques the intellectual currents of his time—including
Sufism, philosophy, and Akhbarism—and, drawing upon the Qur'an, Nahy a\-
Balagha, and the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt, calls upon the Shi‘i community of India
to return to authentic Islamic teachings. The most prominent themes of the masnavi
include the call to spiritual awakening and remembrance of death, condemnation of
the deceptive nature of the world, criticism of Sufism and the doctrine of the Unity
of Being, opposition to Greek philosophy and Avicenna, praise of contentment and
patience, praise of the Ahl al-Bayt, emphasis on the night prayer and supplication,
condemnation of hypocritical scholars, and criticism of Akhbarism. The work is
among the last major Persian literary works produced in the Indian subcontinent and
provides a clear reflection of the social and religious conditions of the Shi‘i community
of northern India in the thirteenth century AH.

Keywords: Muhammad Abbas Shushtari, Man-o Salwa, criticism of Sufism,
criticism of philosophy, Indian subcontinent.
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