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Abstract

A Discourse Analysis of Imam Baqir’s Engagement with the
Theological Approaches of His Era Based on van Dijk’s Model

Fatemeh Dast-Ranj'
Abstract

The era of Imam Baqir, owing to its distinctive political and social context, was
one of the most contentious periods in the formation of competing discourses.
Examining the discourses prevalent at the time and analyzing Imam Baqir’s modes
of engagement with them can reveal latent dimensions of the transmitted narratives.
Since such an analysis requires consideration of extratextual propositions and the
situational context in which the discourse was produced, critical discourse analysis
provides an appropriate analytical framework. Accordingly, based on Teun A. van
Dijk’s model of critical discourse analysis, the present study demonstrates that,
alongside the overarching dichotomy between the School of the Ahl al-Bayt and
the School of the Caliphs, other discursive oppositions were also at work, with the
Kharijites, Ghulat, Murji a, Qadariyya, Jabriyya, and the Ahl al-Ra’y functioning
as active social actors. In confronting these competing currents, Imam Bagqir
emphasized authentic scholarly authority through rational and theological debates
and disputations. He also sought to marginalize rival discourses by establishing
a network of students and organizing teaching circles, thereby foregrounding the
in-group discourse. Imam Bagir employed discursive strategies such as “norm
expression,” “evidentiality,” “reliance on authoritative figures and symbols,”
“positive self-representation,” “euphemism,” and “lexical choice” to foreground
the in-group. He also employed components such as “actor description,” “irony,”
“metaphor,” “implication,” and “negative other-representation” to foreground the
negative characteristics of the out-group, as well as the strategies of “distancing”
and “disclaimers” to marginalize negative characteristics associated with the in-
group. In light of Imam Bagir’s truth-oriented discourse, certain components of
van Dijk’s model -including populism, exaggeration, and the marginalization of the
other’s positive characteristics—are not observed among his discursive strategies.

Keywords: Imam Bagir, discourse analysis, theological approaches, van Dijk,
ideological square.
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