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Abstract

A Comparison of Imam Sajjad’s Discourse in the Sermons of
Damascus and Kufa Based on the Laclau and Mouffe Model

Narges Ansari'
Fatemeh Shahbaz-Zadeh?
Abstract

Laclau and Mouffe’s theory, by providing a new and systematic conceptual model,
enables a deeper analysis of social and political phenomena and offers an effective
framework for examining discursive practices and structures. The present study
conducts a critical discourse analysis of two sermons delivered by Imam Sajjad in
Kufa and Damascus. Its primary objective is to investigate the formation, structure,
and discursive implications of these elucidatory sermons within the theoretical
framework of Laclau and Mouffe. The sermons contain profound political, social,
and ethical themes and, within the historical and social context of the period, played a
significant role in revealing the truth and elucidating the position of the Ahl al-Bayt.
The study adopts a qualitative approach based on documentary and textual content
analysis of the sermons. Accordingly, key concepts of Laclau and Mouffe’s theory,
including “nodal point,” “hegemony,” “deconstruction,” and “discursive moments,”
among others, are employed to examine how the discourse of resistance and the
pursuit of justice confronted the dominant and repressive discourse of the time. The
analysis demonstrates how Imam Sajjad, through effective rhetorical devices and
discursive strategies, succeeded in preserving and transmitting the message of Ashura,
awakening the social conscience, and restoring the legitimacy of the Prophet’s family,
which had been undermined. These sermons not only served as a means of revealing
truth and articulating the position of the Ahl al-Bayt in their own historical context but
have also, throughout history, provided a basis for a deeper understanding of the Battle
of Karbala and the struggle against oppression and corruption.

Keywords: Imam Sajjad, sermon, Damascus, Kufa, critical discourse analysis,
Laclau and Mouffe.
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