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Abstract

Representation of Supernatural Beings in the Ta ziyeh Scripts “Awj
ibn ‘Unuq” and “The Well of Bi'r al- Tim”: An Intertextual Study
Based on Ardd Wiraz Namag and Gérard Genette's Theory

Shahram Ahmadzadeh', Aysan Khosh-Tarash?
Abstract

Ta'ziyeh, as one of the most important forms of ritual drama in Iran, provides a medium
for representing sacred, mythological, and superhuman concepts. In many Ta'ziyeh
scripts, supernatural beings such as angels, jinn, demons, and otherworldly forces play
a significant role in shaping dramatic action, the opposition between good and evil, and
the production of ritual meanings. The present study aims to examine the ways in which
supernatural beings are represented in the Ta ziyeh scripts “Awj ibn ‘Unuq” and “The
Well of Bi'r al-Tlm” and to analyze their intertextual relationships with Ard@ WirQz
Ndamag. The main research question concerns how these beings are represented in the
aforementioned texts and what intertextual patterns can be identified between them and
Ard@ Wir@z N@mag. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on
library research, and its theoretical framework is grounded in Gérard Genette’s theory
ofintertextuality. The findings indicate that, despite contextual differences, the Ta ziyeh
scripts under study draw upon patterns shared with the narrative structure of Ardg Wir@z
Nd@mayg in their representation of supernatural elements. In both texts, supernatural
beings function as intermediaries between the human world and the sacred realm,
revealing concepts such as reward, punishment, guidance, and the opposition between
good and evil. However, in Ta ziyeh, these beings acquire dramatic and ritual functions
and become connected to the audience’s collective experience, whereas in Ard@ WirGz
Ndamag, greater emphasis is placed on their didactic and moral functions. Ultimately, the
findings demonstrate that Ta ziyeh is not merely a reflection of ancient texts but rather a
creative reconfiguration of supernatural elements within a theatrical context.

Keywords: Ta'ziyeh, supernatural beings, representation, intertextuality, Ard@
Wir@z Na@mag, Gérard Genette.
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