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Abstract

From Mourning to Care: A Feminist Discourse Analysis of the
Recitations of English-Speaking American Shia Women

Hossein Zaheri Abdeh Vand'
Rohollah Nuradini?
Abstract

In recent decades, the emergence of a new generation of Shi’i women poets in the
United States and their use of the spoken-word performance genre have given
rise to a distinctive phenomenon within diaspora literature. The central concern
of this study is how these poets negotiate the intersection of religious identity and
Western feminist discourses, a context that necessitates a renewed understanding
of women’s agency in Shi’i history. The article seeks to answer the question of how
the components of the ethics of care are employed in these poems as a means of
reclaiming and reconstructing female agency. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study draws upon Carol Gilligan’s theory of the ethics of care and
Saba Mahmood’s concept of agency to examine the works of poets such as Sayyida
Fatima Reza, Batool Rizvi, and Zainab Husain. The findings reveal that these
poets deconstruct the conventional notion of mourning, transforming lamentation
from a passive emotional response into a political and narrative act. Moreover,
the embodiment of the ethics of care through metaphors such as the “lullaby”
and “nurturing” reinterprets women’s traditional roles as the highest expressions
of moral courage and resistance to tyranny. Ultimately, this strategic discourse,
situated within the diasporic context, not only deconstructs Orientalist stereotypes
but also creates a “Third Space” for the reconstruction of female empowerment
grounded in Shi’i narrative theology.

Keywords: Shi’i Literature; Shi'i Women in the United States; Ethics of Care;
Spoken-Word Poetry; Diaspora Literature.
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