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Abstract

The Function of Words in Reflecting Ideology: A Case Study of
Hazrat Zainab’s (PBUH) Sermon in Kufa

Sayyed Abolfazl Mosavifard', Hossein Mohammadian®, Asgar Babazadeh Aghdam’
Abstract

The analysis of religious and historical texts, such as Lady Zaynab’s (peace be upon her)
sermon in Kufa, constitutes an important area of research at the intersection of linguistics,
literary studies, and religious studies. Adopting a lexical approach, this study investigates
the functions of lexical choices and their semantic values in reflecting the sermon’s
social and ideological messages. It seeks to demonstrate how word selection and
linguistic structures convey cultural and political meanings while enabling the audience
to understand the historical and social context of the text. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method, the study addresses two main questions: How do the lexical layers of
the sermon construct its ideological and semantic messages? And how did these lexical
choices influence the understanding and acceptance of the sermon among the people of
Kufa? The findings indicate that Lady Zaynab (peace be upon her), through the skillful
integration of sensory (concrete) and abstract lexical items, effectively communicated
ethical, religious, and social messages to her audience. This interaction between concrete
and abstract vocabulary facilitates the communication of complex moral and ideological
concepts, demonstrating that language functions not merely as a medium for conveying
meaning but also as an instrument for shaping attitudes and exerting social influence.
Furthermore, the identification of lexical and semantic patterns clarifies the mechanisms
throughwhich the sermoninfluencedits audience andilluminates the relationship between
language and social power. The analysis of the sermon’s lexical layer thus provides a
valuable analytical framework for understanding the interplay between linguistic style,
meaning, and ideology in historical religious texts.

Keywords: Lady Zaynab’s Sermon in Kufa; Lexical Stylistics; Ideological Stylistics;
Semantic Analysis.
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